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From the publisher: "On July 30, 1945, the U.S.S. Indianapolis was torpedoed in the South Pacific by a
Japanese submarine. An estimated 300 men were killed upon impact; close to 900 sailors were cast into the
Pacific Ocean, where they remained undetected by the navy for nearly four days and nights. Battered by a
savage sea, they struggled to stay alive, fighting off sharks, hypothermia, and hallucinations.

By the time rescue arrived, all but 316 men had died. The captain's subsequent court-martial left many
questions unanswered: How did the navy fail to realize the Indianapolis was missing? And how did these 316
men manage to survive against all odds?

This thrilling wartime account of heroism and survival, Book 5 in the True Rescue narrative nonfiction series, is
inspiring and unforgettable—the perfect choice for young adventure-seekers."

All middle school students are encouraged to read over the summer. Below you will find a list of recommended books to
choose from. While the titles in this list are all age appropriate and have been selected specifically for middle school students
from 10-13 years of age, these selections span a diverse and inclusive range of reading levels, maturity levels, and cultural
areas for middle grade children. Books marked as "middle grade" are appropriate for all middle school students. Books
marked as "upper grades" or "high school/young adult crossover" are appropriate for grades 7 and up.  We encourage parents
to take an active role in helping children choose the books that are the best fit for them and their families. Common Sense
Media: Age Based Media Reviews for Families (commonsensemedia.org)  is an excellent resource to assist parents in identifying
any potentially sensitive areas for their families and determining a “just right” book.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER READING 2023

IN HARM'S WAY : (YOUNG READERS EDITION) : THE SINKING OF
THE USS INDIANAPOLIS AND THE STORY OF ITS SURVIVORS
by TOUGIAS, MICHAEL J
Nonfiction: survival, history   Interest Level: Upper middle grade-high school/young adult crossover

96 MILES by ESPLIN, J L

From the publisher: "21 days without power. 2 brothers on a desperate trek. 72 hours before time runs out...

The Lockwood brothers are supposed to be able to survive anything. Their dad, a hardcore believer in self-
reliance, has stockpiled enough food and water at their isolated Nevada home to last for months. But when they
are robbed of all their supplies during a massive blackout while their dad is out of town, John and Stew must
walk 96 miles in the stark desert sun to get help. Along the way, they’re forced to question their dad’s insistence
on self-reliance and ask just what it is that we owe to our neighbors, to our kin, and to ourselves.

From talented newcomer J. L. Esplin comes this story of survival and determination as two young brothers
confront the unpredictability of human nature in the face of desperate circumstances."

Fiction: action/adventure    Interest Level: Middle grade

THE WILD ROBOT by BROWN, PETER
Fiction: adventure       Interest Level: lower middle grade

From the publisher: "Wall-E meets Hatchet in this New York Times bestselling illustrated middle grade novel from
Caldecott Honor winner Peter Brown.

Can a robot survive in the wilderness?

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she is all alone on a remote, wild island.
She has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is--but she knows she needs to survive. After battling a
violent storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, she realizes that her only hope for survival is to adapt to her
surroundings and learn from the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants.



ESCAPE by ALEXANDER, K R

From the publisher: "WESTWORLD meets CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY meets JURASSIC PARK, as
kids win a chance to enter the place of their dreams -- and find that it quickly turns into a nightmare.

It's all anyone talks about, and it's all Cody dreams about. It's the biggest adventure park in the world,
and it's more than mere rides and rollercoasters: At ESCAPE, you can do anything you want, be anyone
you want, and there are no adults to tell you no.

Cody's a nobody, but for some reason he receives an invitation and the opportunity of a lifetime. At first,
it's the most fun he's ever had. But after a few days, everything in the park starts to go haywire. One at a
time, rides malfunction. Simulations turn deadly. His fantasy world glitches, and the games become races
for survival. A voice comes over the intercoms, then-ESCAPE was never a theme park for the rich and
famous. It was a place for punishment. They have less than a week to escape from the park before it
floods. Only five kids will be allowed to leave.

It started out as a fight to get to the coolest rides. Now, they have to fight to survive."

Fiction: horror and suspense       Interest level: Middle grade

Rebound by Kwame Alexander

From the publisher: "From the New York Times bestselling author Kwame Alexander comes Rebound,
the dynamic prequel to his Newbery Award-winning novel in verse, The Crossover. Before Josh and
Jordan Bell were streaking up and down the court, their father was learning his own moves. In this
prequel to Newbery Medal winner The Crossover, Chuck Bell takes center stage, as readers get a glimpse
of his childhood and how he became the jazz music worshiping, basketball star his sons look up to. A
novel in verse with all the impact and rhythm readers have come to expect from Kwame Alexander,
Rebound will go back in time to visit the childhood of Chuck "Da Man" Bell during one pivotal summer
when young Charlie is sent to stay with his grandparents where he discovers basketball and learns more
about his family's past."

Fiction, poetry: novels in verse, sports     Interest Level: Middle grade

As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like home--until, one day, the robot's mysterious
past comes back to haunt her.

From bestselling and award-winning author and illustrator Peter Brown comes a heartwarming and action-
packed novel about what happens when nature and technology collide."

BORN BEHIND BARS by VENKATRAMAN, PADMA

From the publisher: "The author of the award-winning The Bridge Home brings readers another gripping
novel set in Chennai, India, featuring a boy who's unexpectedly released into the world after spending his whole
life in jail with his mom.

Kabir has been in jail since the day he was born, because his mom is serving time for a crime she didn't
commit. He's never met his dad, so the only family he's got are their cellmates, and the only place he
feels the least bit free is in the classroom, where his kind teacher regales him with stories of the wonders
of the outside world. Then one day a new warden arrives and announces Kabir is too old to stay. He gets
handed over to a long-lost "uncle" who unfortunately turns out to be a fraud, and intends to sell Kabir.
So Kabir does the only thing he can--run away as fast as his legs will take him. How does a boy with
nowhere to go and no connections make his way? Fortunately, he befriends Rani, another street kid, and
she takes him under her wing. But plotting their next move is hard--and fraught with danger--in a world
that cares little for homeless, low caste children. This is not the world Kabir dreamed of--but he's
discovered he's not the type to give up. Kabir is ready to show the world that he--and his mother--
deserve a place in it."

Fiction: realistic       Interest level: Middle grade



THE STARS BENEATH OUR FEET by MOORE, DAVID
BARCLAY
Fiction: realistic     Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "It’s Christmas Eve in Harlem, but twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and his mom
aren’t celebrating. They’re still reeling from his older brother’s death in a gang-related shooting just a few
months earlier. Then Lolly’s mother’s girlfriend brings him a gift that will change everything: two
enormous bags filled with Legos. Lolly’s always loved Legos, and he prides himself on following the kit
instructions exactly. Now, faced with a pile of building blocks and no instructions, Lolly must find his own
way forward.
 
His path isn’t clear—and the pressure to join a “crew,” as his brother did, is always there. When Lolly and
his friend are beaten up and robbed, joining a crew almost seems like the safe choice. But building a
fantastical Lego city at the community center provides Lolly with an escape—and an unexpected bridge
back to the world. 
 
David Barclay Moore paints a powerful portrait of a boy teetering on the edge—of adolescence, of grief,
of violence—and shows how Lolly’s inventive spirit helps him build a life with firm foundations and open
doors."

WE DREAM OF SPACE by KELLY, ERIN ENTRADA

From the publisher: "Newbery Medalist and New York Times–bestselling author Erin Entrada Kelly
transports readers to 1986 and introduces them to the unforgettable Cash, Fitch, and Bird Nelson
Thomas in this pitch-perfect middle grade novel about family, friendship, science, and exploration. This
acclaimed Newbery Honor Book is a great choice for readers of Kate DiCamillo, Rita Williams-Garcia, and
Rebecca Stead.

Cash, Fitch, and Bird Nelson Thomas are three siblings in seventh grade together in Park, Delaware. In
1986, as the country waits expectantly for the launch of the space shuttle Challenger, they each struggle
with their own personal anxieties. Cash, who loves basketball but has a newly broken wrist, is in danger
of failing seventh grade for the second time. Fitch spends every afternoon playing Major Havoc at the
arcade on Main and wrestles with an explosive temper that he doesn’t understand. And Bird, his twelve-
year-old twin, dreams of being NASA’s first female shuttle commander, but feels like she’s disappearing. 

The Nelson Thomas children exist in their own orbits, circling a tense and unpredictable household, with
little in common except an enthusiastic science teacher named Ms. Salonga. As the launch of the
Challenger approaches, Ms. Salonga gives her students a project—they are separated into spacecraft
crews and must create and complete a mission. When the fated day finally arrives, it changes all of their
lives and brings them together in unexpected ways.

Told in three alternating points of view, We Dream of Space is an unforgettable and thematically rich
novel for middle grade readers.

We Dream of Space is illustrated throughout by the author."

Fiction: realistic       Interest level: Middle grade

HOUSE ARREST by HOLT, K A
Fiction: realistic     Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "Timothy is on probation. It's a strange word—something that happens to other
kids, to delinquents, not to kids like him. And yet, he is under house arrest for the next year. He must
check in weekly with a probation officer and a therapist, and keep a journal for an entire year. And
mostly, he has to stay out of trouble. But when he must take drastic measures to help his struggling
family, staying out of trouble proves more difficult than Timothy ever thought it would be. By turns
touching and funny, and always original, House Arrest is a middlegrade novel in verse about one boy's
path to redemption as he navigates life with a sick brother, a grieving mother, and one tough probation
officer."



LONG LOST by WEST, JACQUELINE
Fiction: supernatural     Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "New York Times–bestselling author Jacqueline West’s Long Lost is an atmospheric, eerie
mystery brimming with suspense. Fans of Katherine Arden’s Small Spaces and Victoria Schwab’s City of Ghosts
series will lose themselves in this mesmerizing and century-spanning tale.
Eleven-year-old Fiona has just read a book that doesn’t exist.

When Fiona’s family moves to a new town to be closer to her older sister’s figure skating club—and far
from Fiona’s close-knit group of friends—nobody seems to notice Fiona’s unhappiness. Alone and out of
place, Fiona ventures to the town’s library, a rambling mansion donated by a long-dead heiress. And
there she finds a gripping mystery novel about a small town, family secrets, and a tragic disappearance.
Soon Fiona begins to notice strange similarities that blur the lines between the novel and her new town.
With a little help from a few odd Lost Lake locals, Fiona uncovers the book’s strange history. Lost Lake is a
town of restless spirits, and Fiona will learn that both help and danger come from unexpected places—
maybe even from the sister she thinks doesn’t care about her anymore.
New York Times–bestselling and acclaimed author Jacqueline West weaves a heart-pounding, intense,
and imaginative mystery that builds anticipation on every page, while centering on the strong and often
tumultuous bond between sisters. Laced with suspense, Long Lost will fascinate readers of Trenton Lee
Stewart’s The Secret Keepers and fans of ghost stories."

THE LAST CUENTISTA by HIGUERA, DONNA BARBA
Fiction: science fiction     Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "Había una vez . . .

There lived a girl named Petra Peña, who wanted nothing more than to be a storyteller, like her abuelita.

But Petra's world is ending. Earth has been destroyed by a comet, and only a few hundred scientists and
their children – among them Petra and her family – have been chosen to journey to a new planet. They
are the ones who must carry on the human race.

Hundreds of years later, Petra wakes to this new planet – and the discovery that she is the only person
who remembers Earth. A sinister Collective has taken over the ship during its journey, bent on erasing
the sins of humanity's past. They have systematically purged the memories of all aboard – or purged
them altogether.

Petra alone now carries the stories of our past, and with them, any hope for our future. Can she make
them live again?"

THE RUNNING DREAM by VAN DRAANEN, WENDELIN
Fiction: sports   Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "The acclaimed author of Flipped delivers a powerful and healing story that’s perfect for
anyone who’s ever thought that something was impossible. Readers will revel in the story of a girl who puts
herself back together—and learns to dream bigger than ever before—after she’s told she’ll never run again.

Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She's not comforted by the news that
she'll be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run?

As she struggles to cope with crutches and a first cyborg-like prosthetic, Jessica feels oddly both in the
spotlight and invisible. People who don't know what to say, act like she's not there. Which she could
handle better if she weren't now keenly aware that she'd done the same thing herself to a girl with CP
named Rosa. A girl who is going to tutor her through all the math she's missed. A girl who sees right into
the heart of her.

With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates, Jessica may actually be able to run
again. But that's not enough for her now. She doesn't just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to
take Rosa with her

Winner of the Schneider Family Book Award."



FAST BREAK by LUPICA, MIKE
Fiction: sports     Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "Forced to live on his own after his mom dies and her boyfriend abandons him,
12-year-old Jayson does whatever it takes to get by. He will do anything to avoid the foster care system.
He manages to get away with his deception until the day he gets caught stealing a new pair of basketball
sneakers. Game over. Within a day a social worker places him with a family from the other side of town,
the Lawtons. New home, new school, new teammates.

Jayson, at first, is combatative, testing the Lawtons' patience at every turn. He wants out, yet the Lawtons
refuse to take the bait. But not everyone in Jayson's new life is so ready to trust him. It's on Jayson to
believe that he deserves a better life than the one he once had. The ultimate prize if he can? A trip to play
in the state finals at Cameron Indoor Stadium–home to the Duke Blue Devils and launching pad to his
dream of playing bigtime college ball. Getting there will be a journey that reaches far beyond the
basketball court."

THE INHERITANCE GAMES by BARNES, JENNIFER
LYNN
Fiction: mystery  Interest Level: Upper middle grade-young adult crossover

From the publisher: "Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future: survive high school, win a
scholarship, and get out. But her fortunes change in an instant when billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies
and leaves Avery virtually his entire fortune. The catch? Avery has no idea why -- or even who Tobias
Hawthorne is.

To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into sprawling, secret passage-filled Hawthorne House,
where every room bears the old man's touch -- and his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes. Unfortunately
for Avery, Hawthorne House is also occupied by the family that Tobias Hawthorne just dispossessed. This
includes the four Hawthorne grandsons: dangerous, magnetic, brilliant boys who grew up with every
expectation that one day, they would inherit billions. Heir apparent Grayson Hawthorne is convinced that
Avery must be a conwoman, and he's determined to take her down. His brother, Jameson, views her as
their grandfather's last hurrah: a twisted riddle, a puzzle to be solved. Caught in a world of wealth and
privilege with danger around every turn, Avery will have to play the game herself just to survive."

THE LAST LAST-DAY-OF-SUMMER by by GILES, LAMAR
Fiction: action/adventure    Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "In the first Legendary Alston Boys mystery from Edgar Award nominee Lamar Giles—
now in paperback—two adventurous cousins accidentally freeze time on the last day of summer, and the
secrets hidden between the seconds, minutes, and hours aren't quite the endless fun they expected!

Otto and Sheed are the local sleuths in their zany Virginia town, masters of unraveling mischief using
their unmatched powers of deduction. And as the summer winds down and the first day of school looms,
the boys are craving just a little bit more time for fun, even as they bicker over what kind of fun they want
to have.

That is, until a mysterious man appears with a camera that literally freezes time. Now, with the help of
some very strange people and even stranger creatures, Otto and Sheed will have to put aside their
differences to save their town—and each other—before time stops for good.
And don't miss the Legendary Alston Boys in their next adventures: The Last Mirror on the Left and The
Last Chance for Logan County!"

FRAMED! : A FLORIAN BATES MYSTERY by PONTI,
JAMES
Fiction: mystery  Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "Get to know the only kid on the FBI Director’s speed dial and several international
criminals’ most wanted lists all because of his Theory of All Small Things in this hilarious start to a brand-new
middle grade mystery series.

So you’re only halfway through your homework and the Director of the FBI keeps texting you for help…



FIf you’re Florian Bates, you figure out a way to do both.

Florian is twelve years old and has just moved to Washington. He’s learning his way around using TOAST,
which stands for the Theory of All Small Things. It’s a technique he invented to solve life’s little mysteries
such as: where to sit on the on the first day of school, or which Chinese restaurant has the best eggrolls.

But when he teaches it to his new friend Margaret, they uncover a mystery that isn’t little. In fact, it’s
HUGE, and it involves the National Gallery, the FBI, and a notorious crime syndicate known as EEL.

Can Florian decipher the clues and finish his homework in time to help the FBI solve the case?"

SOLIMAR : THE SWORD OF THE MONARCHS by 
RYAN, PAM MUNOZ
Fiction: fantasy   Interest Level: Lower middle grade

From the publisher: "Ever since Solimar was a little girl, she has gone to the ouamel forest bordering
her kingdom to observe the monarch butterflies during their migration, but always from a safe distance.
Now, on the brink of her quinceañera and her official coronation, Solimar crosses the dangerous creek to
sit among the butterflies. There, a mysterious event gives her a gift and a burden--the responsibility to
protect the young and weak butterflies with her magical rebozo, or silk shawl.

Solimar is committed to fulfilling her role, and has a plan that might have worked. But when her father,
the king, and her brother, the prince, leave on an expedition, a neighboring king overthrows the kingdom
and holds everyone left in the village hostage. It takes all of Solimar's courage to escape and then embark
on a dangerous journey to save her kingdom, but she's not alone. Her pet bird, Lázaro, the butterflies
she protects, and a magical rag doll, Zarita, are with her. Then, at a precarious moment, she meets a river
boy who knows the rapids.

Even with help, can Solimar save her family, the kingdom, and the future of the monarchs from a greedy
king?"

MASTERMINDS by KORMAN, GORDON
Fiction: science fiction  Interest Level: Lower middle grade

From the publisher: "The first book in the action-packed trilogy from New York Times bestselling author
Gordon Korman is perfect for fans of Stranger Things and James Patterson. 

Eli Frieden has never left Serenity, New Mexico...why would he ever want to? Then one day, he bikes to
the edge of the city limits and something so crazy and unexpected happens, it changes everything.
Eli convinces his friends to help him investigate further, and soon it becomes clear that nothing is as it
seems in Serenity. The clues mount to reveal a shocking discovery, connecting their ideal crime-free
community to some of the greatest criminal masterminds ever known.

The kids realize they can trust no one—least of all their own parents."

A DUET FOR HOME by GLASER, KARINA YAN
Fiction: realistic  Interest Level: Lower middle grade

From the publisher: "It's June’s first day at Huey House, and as if losing her home weren’t enough, she
also can’t bring her cherished viola inside. Before the accident last year, her dad saved tip money for a
year to buy her viola, and she’s not about to give it up now.
Tyrell has been at Huey House for three years and gives June a glimpse of the good things about living
there: friendship, hot meals, and a classical musician next door.
Can he and June work together to oppose the government, or will families be forced out of Huey House
before they are ready?"



THE BOY WHO MADE EVERYONE LAUGH by 
RUTTER, HELEN
Fiction: realistic  Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "When life is funny, make some jokes about it.

Billy Plimpton has a big dream: to become a famous comedian when he grows up. He already knows a lot
of jokes, but thinks he has one big problem standing in his way: his stutter.
At first, Billy thinks the best way to deal with this is to . . . never say a word. That way, the kids in his new
school won’t hear him stammer. But soon he finds out this is NOT the best way to deal with things. (For
one thing, it’s very hard to tell a joke without getting a word out.)

As Billy makes his way toward the spotlight, a lot of funny things (and some less funny things) happen to
him. In the end, the whole school will know --
If you think you can hold Billy Plimpton back, be warned: The joke will soon be on you!"

WINK by HARRELL, ROB
Fiction: realistic  Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "A hilarious and heartwrenching story about surviving middle school--and an
unthinkable diagnosis--while embracing life's weirdness.

Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want to lose his hair, or wear a weird
hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say to "the cancer kid." But with his
recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending in is off the table.

Based on Rob Harrell's real life experience, and packed with comic panels and spot art, this incredibly
personal and poignant novel is an unforgettable, heartbreaking, hilarious, and uplifting story of survival
and finding the music, magic, and laughter in life's weirdness."

INVISIBLE by GONZALEZ, CHRISTINA DIAZ
Graphic Novel  Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "For fans of New Kid and Allergic, a must-have graphic novel about five very
different students who are forced together by their school to complete community service... and may just
have more in common than they thought.

Can five overlooked kids make one big difference?

There’s George: the brain
Sara: the loner
Dayara: the tough kid
Nico: the rich kid
And Miguel: the athlete

And they’re stuck together when they’re forced to complete their school’s community service hours.
Although they’re sure they have nothing in common with one another, some people see them as all the
same . . . just five Spanish-speaking kids.

Then they meet someone who truly needs their help, and they must decide whether they are each willing
to expose their own secrets to help . . . or if remaining invisible is the only way to survive middle school.
With text in English and Spanish, Invisible features a groundbreaking format paired with an engaging,
accessible, and relatable storyline. This Breakfast Club–inspired story by Christina Diaz Gonzalez, award-
winning author of Concealed, and Gabriela Epstein, illustrator of two Baby-Sitters Club graphic novel
adaptations, is a must-have graphic novel about unexpected friendships and being seen for who you
really are."



GAME CHANGER by GREENWALD, TOMMY
Fiction: sports  Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "A mysterious football accident sends a high school reeling in this award-winning
multimedia-format novel from Tommy Greenwald

Thirteen-year-old Teddy Youngblood is in a coma, fighting for his life after an unspecified football injury at
training camp. His family and friends flock to his bedside to support his recovery—and to discuss the
events leading up to the tragic accident. Was this the inevitable result of playing a violent sport, or did
something more sinister happen on the field that day?

Told in an innovative multimedia format combining dialogue, texts, newspaper articles, interview
transcripts, an online forum, and Teddy’s inner thoughts, Game Changer explores the joyous thrills and
terrifying risks of America’s most popular sport."

LINKED by KORMAN, GORDON
Fiction: realistic  Interest Level: Middle grade

From the publisher: "Link, Michael, and Dana live in a quiet town. But it's woken up very quickly when
someone sneaks into school and vandalizes it with a swastika.

Nobody can believe it. How could such a symbol of hate end up in the middle of their school? Who would
do such a thing?

Because Michael was the first person to see it, he's the first suspect. Because Link is one of the most
popular guys in school, everyone's looking to him to figure it out. And because Dana's the only Jewish girl
in the whole town, everyone's treating her more like an outsider than ever.

The mystery deepens as more swastikas begin to appear. Some students decide to fight back and start a
project to bring people together instead of dividing them further. The closer Link, Michael, and Dana get
to the truth, the more there is to face-not just the crimes of the present, but the crimes of the past.
With Linked, Gordon Korman, the author of the acclaimed novel Restart, poses a mystery for all readers
where the who did it? isn't nearly as important as the why?"

THE LIST OF THINGS THAT WILL NOT CHANGE by 
STEAD, REBECCA
Fiction: realistic  Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "At a time when everything is changing for Bea and her family, the important things will
always stay the same. A soon-to-be classic by the Newbery Award-winning author of When You Reach Me.

After her parents' divorce, Bea's life became different in many ways. But she can always look back at the
list she keeps in her green notebook to remember the things that will stay the same. The first and most
important: Mom and Dad will always love Bea, and each other.

When Dad tells Bea that he and his boyfriend, Jesse, are getting married, Bea is thrilled. Bea loves Jesse,
and when he and Dad get married, she'll finally (finally!) have what she's always wanted--a sister. Even
though she's never met Jesse's daughter, Sonia, Bea is sure that they'll be "just like sisters anywhere."

As the wedding day approaches, Bea will learn that making a new family brings questions, surprises, and
joy, and readers will discover why the New York Times called Rebecca Stead a 'writer of great feeling.'"

HUSH-A-BYE by MOTT, JODY LEE
Fiction: Horror and suspense   Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "A delightfully creepy story perfect for the middle school set! Hush-a-Bye is an old,
broken doll found by Lucy and her sister in the woods. It seems to possess extraordinary powers, but will
it use them for good or evil?

Like most kids with younger siblings, Lucy loves her sister Antonia, but is all too frequently annoyed with
her as well. The two spend most of their time together since their mother works so hard, but without
friends Lucy can't help but feel lonely anyway. She's always tried to ignore the bullying and teasing at
school about her family being poor--it's always best to keep her head down and do nothing.



When the girls find an old, muddy doll head in the river, Antonia claims it as her newest treasure. At night
Lucy hears her talking to Hush-a-Bye--and does she hear the doll talking back? Soon, Hush-a-Bye seems
to be protecting Antonia by making bad things happen to others, and it isn't long before Lucy asks for its
help against her tormentors, too. Slowly Hush-a-Bye's influence forms a wedge between the sisters, and
Antonia's dependence on it becomes frightening. The doll has a mind of its own, and soon it will have
Antonia's as well. Can Lucy solve the mystery of Hush-a-Bye to stop its evil plans?"

THE LIST OF THINGS THAT WILL NOT CHANGE by 
STEAD, REBECCA
Fiction: realistic  Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "At a time when everything is changing for Bea and her family, the important things will
always stay the same. A soon-to-be classic by the Newbery Award-winning author of When You Reach Me.

After her parents' divorce, Bea's life became different in many ways. But she can always look back at the
list she keeps in her green notebook to remember the things that will stay the same. The first and most
important: Mom and Dad will always love Bea, and each other.

When Dad tells Bea that he and his boyfriend, Jesse, are getting married, Bea is thrilled. Bea loves Jesse,
and when he and Dad get married, she'll finally (finally!) have what she's always wanted--a sister. Even
though she's never met Jesse's daughter, Sonia, Bea is sure that they'll be "just like sisters anywhere."

As the wedding day approaches, Bea will learn that making a new family brings questions, surprises, and
joy, and readers will discover why the New York Times called Rebecca Stead a 'writer of great feeling.'"

THE PARKER INHERITANCE by JOHNSON, VARIAN
Fiction: Mystery and suspense    Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "When Candice finds a letter in an old attic in Lambert, South Carolina, she isn't
sure she should read it. It's addressed to her grandmother, who left the town in shame. But the letter
describes a young woman. An injustice that happened decades ago. A mystery enfolding its writer. And
the fortune that awaits the person who solves the puzzle.So with the help of Brandon, the quiet boy
across the street, she begins to decipher the clues. The challenge will lead them deep into Lambert's
history, full of ugly deeds, forgotten heroes, and one great love; and deeper into their own families, with
their own unspoken secrets. Can they find the fortune and fulfill the letter's promise before the answers
slip into the past yet again?"

SKANDAR AND THE UNICORN THIEF by STEADMAN, A
F.
Fiction: fantasy   Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "Soar into a breathtaking world of heroes and unicorns as you’ve never seen them
before in this fantastical middle grade debut perfect for fans of the Percy Jackson and Eragon series!

Skandar Smith has always yearned to leave the Mainland and escape to the secretive Island, where wild
unicorns roam free. He’s spent years studying for his Hatchery exam, the annual test that selects a
handful of Mainlander thirteen-year-olds to train to become unicorn riders. But on the day of Skandar’s
exam, things go horribly wrong, and his hopes are shattered…until a mysterious figure knocks on his
door at midnight, bearing a message: the Island is in peril and Skandar must answer its call.

Skandar is thrust into a world of epic sky battles, dangerous clashes with wild unicorns, and rumors of a
shadowy villain amassing a unicorn army. And the closer Skandar grows to his newfound friends and
community of riders, the harder it becomes to keep his secrets—especially when he discovers their lives
may all be in graver danger than he ever imagined."



THE GREATEST ZOMBIE MOVIE EVER by STRAND, JEFF
Fiction: Humor    Interest Level: Upper middle grade-high school/young adult crossover

From the publisher: "After producing three horror movies that went mostly ignored on YouTube, Justin
and his filmmaking buddies decide it's time they create something noteworthy, something epic. They're
going to film the Greatest Zombie Movie Ever. They may not have money or a script, but they have
passion. And, after a rash text message, they also have the beautiful Alicia Howtz—Justin's crush—as the
lead.

With only one month to complete their movie, a script that can't possibly get worse, and the hopes and
dreams of Alicia on the line, Justin is feeling the pressure. Add to that a cast of uncooperative extras and
incompetent production assistants, and Justin must face the sad, sad truth. He may actually be producing
The Worst Zombie Movie Ever…

"Fans of Strand's other novels of outrageous circumstance...will not be disappointed. A delightfully
ludicrous read."—School Library Journal on I Have a Bad Feeling About This"

THE FIRST RULE OF PUNK by PEREZ, CELIA C
Fiction: realistic   Interest Level: lower middle grade

From the publisher: "The First Rule of Punk is a wry and heartfelt exploration of friendship, finding your
place, and learning to rock out like no one’s watching.

There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new school—you can’t fix it with duct tape like you
would your Chuck Taylors. On Day One, twelve-year-old Malú (María Luisa, if you want to annoy her)
inadvertently upsets Posada Middle School’s queen bee, violates the school’s dress code with her punk
rock look, and disappoints her college-professor mom in the process. Her dad, who now lives a thousand
miles away, says things will get better as long as she remembers the first rule of punk: be yourself.
 
The real Malú loves rock music, skateboarding, zines, and Soyrizo (hold the cilantro, please). And when
she assembles a group of like-minded misfits at school and starts a band, Malú finally begins to feel at
home. She'll do anything to preserve this, which includes standing up to an anti-punk school
administration to fight for her right to express herself!"

TREASURE TRACKS by RODRIGUEZ, S A
Fiction: action/adventure    Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "A debut middle-grade adventure about a young teen who goes on a treasure hunt for
undersea riches to help his ailing abuelo.

Twelve-year-old Fernando “Fin” joins his grandfather on a secret quest to find a long-lost treasure swept
to sea. But when their first mission takes a near-deadly turn, leaving his abuelo weak and unable to
speak, Fin’s left to navigate the hunt alone. Well, not exactly alone—his boring, totally unadventurous dad
agrees to help out. With danger lurking at every turn, Fin dives into the mission in order to save Abuelo's
life. But between Dad’s constant worrying, unwanted diving babysitters, and harrowing encounters in the
deep sea, the boy finds himself in a race against time to locate the treasure. If he can’t succeed? He fears
he might lose Abuelo for good.

S.A. Rodriguez's Treasure Tracks is a fast-paced story filled with heart and humor about the bonds of
family, the meaning of a legacy, and most of all, the discovery of true treasure."

WINNIE ZENG UNLEASHES A LEGEND (WINNIE ZENG
:1) by ZHAO, KATIE
Fiction: fantasy    Interest Level: lower middle grade

From the publisher: "An epic new fantasy series inspired by Chinese mythology that #1 New York Times
bestselling author Kwame Mbalia calls "a hilarious tussle between homework, family, and heroism." When a girl
awakens the stuff of legends from an old family recipe, she must embrace her extraordinary heritage to save the
world.



Winnie Zeng has two goals: survive her first year of middle school and outdo her stuck-up archnemesis,
David Zuo. It won’t be easy, since, according to her older sister, middle school is the pits. Luckily, Winnie
studied middle school survival tactics in comic books and anime, and nothing will stop her from being the
very best student.
 
But none of Winnie’s research has prepared her to face the mother of all hurdles: evil spirits. When she
makes mooncakes for a class bake sale, she awakens the stuff of legends from her grandmother’s old
cookbook, spilling otherworldly chaos into her sleepy town.
 
Suddenly Winnie finds herself in a race against time, vanquishing demons instead of group projects.
Armed with a magic cookbook and a talking white rabbit, she must embrace her new powers and legacy
of her ancestors. Because if she doesn’t, her town—and rest of the world—may fall to chaos forever."

BE PREPARED by BROSGOL, VERA
Graphic novel  Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "In Be Prepared, all Vera wants to do is fit in—but that’s not easy for a Russian girl
in the suburbs. Her friends live in fancy houses and their parents can afford to send them to the best
summer camps. Vera’s single mother can’t afford that sort of luxury, but there's one summer camp in her
price range—Russian summer camp.

Vera is sure she's found the one place she can fit in, but camp is far from what she imagined. And
nothing could prepare her for all the "cool girl" drama, endless Russian history lessons, and outhouses
straight out of nightmares!"

FABLE by YOUNG, ADRIENNE
Fiction: fantasy    Interest Level: upper middle school-high school, young adult crossover 

From the publisher: "Filled with all of the action, emotion, and lyrical writing that brought readers to Sky in
the Deep, New York Times bestselling author Adrienne Young returns with Fable, the first book in this new
captivating duology.

Welcome to a world made dangerous by the sea and by those who wish to profit from it. Where a young
girl must find her place and her family while trying to survive in a world built for men.

As the daughter of the most powerful trader in the Narrows, the sea is the only home seventeen-year-old
Fable has ever known. It’s been four years since the night she watched her mother drown during an
unforgiving storm. The next day her father abandoned her on a legendary island filled with thieves. To
survive she must keep to herself, learn to trust no one and rely on the unique skills her mother taught
her. The only thing that keeps her going is the goal of getting off the island, finding her father and
demanding her rightful place beside him and his crew. To do so Fable enlists the help of a young trader
named West to get her off the island and across the Narrows to her father.

But her father’s rivalries and the dangers of his trading enterprise have only multiplied since she last saw
him and Fable soon finds that West isn't who he seems. Together, they will have to survive more than the
treacherous storms that haunt the Narrows if they're going to stay alive.

Fable takes you on a spectacular journey filled with romance, intrigue and adventure."

THE ONLY ROAD by DIAZ, ALEXANDRA
Fiction: action/adventure  Interest Level: middle grade

From the publisher: "Jaime is sitting on his bed drawing when he hears a scream. Instantly, he knows:
Miguel, his cousin and best friend, is dead.

Everyone in Jaime’s small town in Guatemala knows someone who has been killed by the Alphas, a
powerful gang that’s known for violence and drug trafficking. Anyone who refuses to work for them is
hurt or killed—like Miguel. With Miguel gone, Jaime fears that he is next. There’s only one choice:
accompanied by his cousin Ángela, Jaime must flee his home to live with his older brother in New Mexico.

Inspired by true events, The Only Road is an individual story of a boy who feels that leaving his home and
risking everything is his only chance for a better life. The story is “told with heartbreaking honesty,”
Booklist raved, and “will bring readers face to face with the harsh realities immigrants go through in the
hope of finding a better, safer life, and it will likely cause them to reflect on what it means to be human.' "



WAYWARD CREATURES by LORENTZ, DAYNA
Fiction: realistic    Interest Level: middle grade 

From the publisher: "Twelve-year-old Gabe doesn’t know where he belongs anymore. His family is
caught up in their own lives and his friends barely have time for him now that they’re stars on the soccer
team. In a desperate plea for attention to impress his friends after school, Gabe sets off fireworks in the
woods near his house and causes a small forest fire that destroys several acres of land.
In the chaos of the destruction, a coyote named Rill—tired of her family and longing for adventure—finds
herself far from home. Already on animal control’s watch for wandering into a backyard and snapping at
a child, Rill crawls into a cave, where she nurses her wounds alone.
Gabe and Rill’s paths irrevocably cross when Gabe is tasked with cleaning up the forest through the
court's restorative justice program. The damage to the land and both their lives is beyond what the two
can imagine. But together, they discover that sometimes it only takes one friend to find the place where
you belong."

VALENTINA SALAZAR IS NOT A MONSTER HUNTER by 
CORDOVA, ZORAIDA
Fiction: fantasy  Interest Level: lower middle grade

From the publisher: "It takes a special person to end up in detention on the last day of school.
It takes a REALLY special person to accidentally burn down the school yard while chasing a fire-breathing
chipmunk.
But nothing about Valentina Salazar has ever been "normal." The Salazars are protectors, tasked with
rescuing the magical creatures who sometimes wander into our world, from grumpy unicorns to
chupacabras... to the occasional fire-breathing chipmunk.
When Val's father is killed during a rescue mission gone wrong, her mother decides it's time to retire
from their life on the road. She moves the family to a boring little town in upstate New York and enrolls
Val and her siblings in real school for the first time.
But Val is a protector at heart and she can't give up her calling. So when a mythical egg surfaces in a viral
video, Val convinces her reluctant siblings to help her find the egg before it hatches and wreaks havoc.
But she has some competition: the dreaded monster hunters who’ll stop at nothing to destroy the
creature... and the Salazar family."
"


