The Renaissance celebrated human beauty and dignity. Here Flemish painter
Rogier van der Weyden (1400-1464) portrays an ordinary woman more perfectly
on cdnvas than she could ever have appeared in real life. Rogier van der Weyden
(Netherlandish, 1399.1400-1464), “Portrait of a Lady.” 1460. .370 x .270 {14¥s x 10%] framed:

.609 x .533 x .114 [24 x 2] x 4%4]. Photo: Bob Grove. Andrew W. Mellon Collection. Photograph ©
Board of Trustees, National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC
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that continued into the seventeenth century. There was both a waning and a har-

vest; much was dying away, while new fruit was being gathered and seed grain sown.
The late Middle Ages were a time of creative fragmentation and new synthesis.

By the late fifteenth century, Europe was recovering from two of the three crises

of the times: the demographic and the political. The great losses in population were

being replenished, and able monarchs and rulers were imposing a new political order.

IF THE LATE Middle Ages saw unprecedented chaos, it also witnessed a recovery

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

How did humanism affect culture
and the arts in fourteenth- and
fifteenth-century ltaly?

What were the causes of ltaly's
political decline?

How were the powerful monar-
chies of northern Europe differ-
ent from their predecessors?

How did the northern Renais-
sance affect culture in Germany,
England, France, and Spain?

What were the motives for Euro-
pean voyages of discovery, and
what were the consequences?
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A solution to the growing religious crisis would have to await the Reformation and

Counter-Reformation of the sixteenth century.
The city-states of Italy survived a century and a half {1300-1450) better than the

territorial states of northern Europe. This was due to Italy’s strategic location between

East and West and its lucrative Eurasian trade. Great wealth gave the rulers and mer-
chants the ability to impose their will on both society and culture. They were now
the grand patrons of government, education, and the arts both by self-aggrandizement
and benevolence. Whether the patron was a family, firm, government, or the church,
their endowments enhanced their reputation and power. The result of such patronage
was a cultural Renaissance in the Italian cities unmatched elsewhere.

With the fall of Constantinople to the Turks in 1453, Italy’s once unlimited trad-
ing empire began to shrink. City-state now turned against city-state, warring that
opened the door to French armies in the 1490s. Within a quarter century, Italy’s great
Renaissance had peaked.

The fifteenth century also saw an unprecedented scholarly renaissance. Ttalian
and northern humanists recovered classical knowledge-and languages that set edu-
cational reforms and cultural changes in motion that spread throughout Europe in
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. In the process Italian humanists invented, for
all practical purposes what we today call critical historical scholarship, which was
widely disseminated by a new fifteenth-century invention, the art of printing with
movable type.

In this period the vernacular—the local language—began to take its place along-
side Latin, the international language, as a widely used literary and political means
of communication. European states also progressively superseded the Church as the
community of highest allegiance, as patriotism and incipient nationalism captured
hearts and minds as strongly as did religion. States and nations henceforth “tran-
scended” themselves not only by journeys to Rome, but by competitive voyages to
the Far East and the Americas, opening the age of lucrative, global exploration.

For Europe, the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries were a period of unprec-
edented expansion and experimentation. Permanent colonies were established within
the Americas, and the exploitation of the New World’s human and mineral resources
never stopped after it began. Imported American gold and silver spurred scientific
invention and a new weapons industry. The new bullion helped create the interna-
tional traffic in African slaves, as rival African tribes sold their captives to the Portu-
guese. Transported in ever-increasing numbers, these slaves worked the mines and
plantations of the New World, taking the place of American natives whose population
declined precipitously following the conquest.

The period also saw social engineering and political planning on a large scale,
as newly centralized governments began to put long-range economic policies into
practice, a development that came to be called mercantilism.

v The Renaissance in Italy (1375-1527)

Jacob Burckhardt, an influential nineteenth-century Swiss historian, famously
described the Renaissance as the “prototype of the modern world.” In his book, Civi-
lization of the Renaissance in Italy (1860), he argued that the revival of ancient learn-
ing in fourteenth- and fifteenth-century Italy gave rise to new secular and scientific
values. This was a period in which people began to adopt rational, empirical, and
statistical approaches to the world around them, and in the process discovered their
latent creativity. The result, in Burckhardt’s words, was the gradual release of the
“full, whole nature of man.”

Most scholars today find Burckhardt’s description exaggerated and accuse him of
overlooking the continuity between the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. His critics
point to the strong Christian character of Renaissance humanism. Barlier “renais-
sances,” such as that of the twelfth century, had also embraced the revival of the
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ancient classics showing a new interest in Latin language and Greek science and a
new appreciation of the creativity of individuals.

Medieval Europe before the twelfth century was a fragmented feudal society with
an agricultural economy, whose thought and culture was largely dominated by the
church. By contrast, Renaissance Europe after the fourteenth century displayed a
growing national consciousness and political centralization. The new urban econ-
omy, based on organized commerce and capitalism, brought lay control of thought
and culture independently from the clergy and religious authorities.

This creative expansion was threatened around 1527, when Spanish-imperial sol-
diers looted and torched Renaissance Rome, recalling the sacking of ancient Rome by
the Visigoths and Vandals. At this time, the French king, Francis I, joined with the
Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, in making Italy the battleground for their mutual
dynastic claims on Burgundy and parts of Italy. For many scholars, that was the begin-

ning of the end of the cultured Italian Renaissance.

The Italian City-States

Renaissance society first took shape within the merchant
cities of late medieval Italy. Italy had always had a cultural
advantage over the rest of Europe because its geography
made it the natural gateway between East and West. Ven-
ice, Genoa, and Pisa traded with the Near East throughout
the Middle Ages, growing vibrant, urban societies. When in
the eleventh century commerce revived on a grand scale,
Italian merchants quickly mastered the business skills of
organizing, bookkeeping, developing new markets, and
securing monopolies. The trade-rich cities became power-
ful city-states, dominating the political and economic life
of their surrounding countryside. By the fifteenth century,
those cities were the bankers for much of Europe.

Growth of City-States The endemic warfare between
the pope and the emperor, both the Guelf (pro-papal) and
Ghibelline (pro-imperial} factions, assisted the expansion of
Italian cities and urban culture. Either one of these factions
might have subdued the cities, if only they had permitted
each other to do so. Instead, they weakened one another,
thereby strengthening the merchant oligarchies. Unlike the
great cities of northern Europe, where kings and regional
princes utterly dominated, the large Italian cities remained
free to expand on their own. Becoming independent states,
they absorbed the surrounding countryside and assimilated
the local nobility in an urban meld of old and new rich. Five
major competitive states evolved at this time: the duchy
of Milan, the republics of Florence and Venice, the Papal
States, and the kingdom of Naples. (See Map 2-1.)

Social strife and competition for political power were so
intense within the cities that most evolved into despotisms
to survive. A notable exception was Venice, which was

‘ruled by a merchant oligarchy. The Venetian government
controlled a patrician senate of three hundred members and
a ruthless judicial body, known as the Council of Ten, who
were quick to suppress rival groups.

Social Class and Conflict Florence was the most striking
example of social division and anarchy. Four distinguishable
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Map 2-1 ReENAIssaNCE ITALY The city-states of Renaissance
ltaly were self-contained principalities whose internal strife was
monitored by their despots and whose external aggression was
long successfully controlled by treaty.
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social groups existed within the
great city: (1) the old rich, ot grandi,
the noblemen and merchants who
ruled the city; (2] the newly rich
merchant class, the capitalists
and bankers known as the popolo
grosso, “the fat people,” who in the
late thirteenth and early fourteenth
centuries, challenged the old rich
for political power; (3) the middling
burgher ranks of the guild masters,
shop owners, and professionals,
the small business people who
in Florence, as elsewhere, sided
with the new rich against the con-
servative policies of the old; and
{4) the popolo minuto, or the “little
people,” the bottom of society, the
lower socioeconomic classes. In
1457, one-third of the population
of Florence, about 30,000, were
officially listed as paupers, having
no wealth at all.

These social divisions pro-
duced conflict at every level of
society. In 1378, a great uprising
of the poor, known as the Ciompi

) Revolt, occurred. It resulted from
Florentine women doing needlework, spinning, and weaving. These activities took upmuch 5 combination of three factors
of a woman’s time and contributed to the elegance of dress for which Florentine men and that made life unbearable for the
women were famed. Palazzo Schifanoia, Ferrara, Alinari/Art Resource, NY unfortunate: the feuding between
the old rich and the new rich; the
social anarchy created when the Black Death cut the city’s population almost in half;
and, last but not least, the collapse of the great banking houses of Bardi and Peruzzi,
which left the poor more vulnerable than ever. The Ciompi Revolt established a
chaotic four-year reign of power by the lower Florentine classes. After the Ciompi
Revolt real stability did not return to Florence until the ascent to power of the fabled
Florentine banker and statesman Cosimo de’ Medici (1389-1464) in 1434.

Despotism and Diplomacy Cosimo de’ Medici was the wealthiest Florentine
and a natural statesman. He controlled the city internally from behind the scenes,
manipulating the constitution and influencing elections. A council, first of six and
later of eight members, known as the Signoria, governed the city. These men were
chosen from the most powerful guilds, those representing the major clothing indus-
tries (cloth, wool, fur, and silk) and such other strong groups as bankers, judges, and
doctors. Through informal, cordial relations with the electors, Cosimo kept coun-
cilors loyal to him in the Signoria. From his position as the head of the Office of
Public Debt, he favored congenial factions. His grandson, Lorenzo the Magnificent
(1449-1492; r. 1478-1492), ruled Florence in almost totalitarian fashion during the
last, chaotic quarter of the fifteenth century. The assassination of his brother in 1478
by a rival family, the Pazzi, who had long plotted with the pope against the Medicis,
made Lorenzo a cautious and determined ruler.

Despotism elsewhere was even less subtle. To prevent internal social conflict
and foreign intrigue from paralyzing their cities, the dominant groups cooperated to
install hired strongmen, or despots. Known as a podesta, the despot’s sole purpose
was to maintain law and order. He held executive, military, and judicial authority,
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and his mandate was direct and simple: to permit, by whatever means required, the
normal flow of business activity without which neither the old rich and new rich,
nor the poor of a city, could long survive, much less prosper. Because despots could
not count on the loyalty of the divided populace, they operated through mercenary
armies obtained through military brokers known as condottieri.

It was a hazardous job. Not only was a despot subject to dismissal by the oli-
garchies that hired him, he was also a popular object of assassination attempts. The
spoils of success, however, were great. In Milan, it was as despots that the Visconti
family came to power in 1278 and the Sforza family in 1450, both ruling without
constitutional restraints or serious political competition.

Mercifully, the political turbulence and warfare of the times also gave birth to
the art of diplomacy. Through skilled diplomats, the city-states stayed abreast of
foreign military developments and, when shrewd, gained power and advantage over
their enemies without. actually going to war. Most city-states established resident
embassies in the fifteenth century for that very purpose. Their ambassadors not only
represented them in ceremonies and at negotiations, they also became their watchful
eyes and ears at rival courts.

Whether within the comparatively tranquil republic of Venice, the strong-arm
democracy of Florence, or the undisguised despotism of Milan, the disciplined Ital-
ian city proved a congenial climate for an unprecedented flowering of thought and
culture. Italian Renaissance culture was promoted vigorously by both despots and
republicans, and. as enthusiastically by seeularized popes as by spiritually minded
ones. Such widespread support occurred because the main requirement for patronage
of the arts and letters was the one thing Italian cities of the High Renaissance had in
abundance: very great wealth.

Humanism

Scholars still debate the meaning of the term humanism. Some see the Italian Renais-
sance as the birth of modernity, a cultural and educational movement driven by a
philosophy that stressed the dignity of humankind, individualism, and secular values.
Others argue that the humanists were actually the champions of Catholic Christian-
ity, opposing the pagan teaching of the ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle and the
Scholasticism his writings nurtured. For still others, humanism was a neutral form
of empirical-minded historical scholarship adopted to promote political liberty and
a sense of civic responsibility.

By the scholarly stud;%of the Latin and Greek classics and the works of the ancient
Church Fathers, the Humanists advocated the studia humanitatis, a liberal arts pro-
gram of study that embraced grammar, rhetoric, poetry, history, politics, and moral
philosophy. The Florentine humanist Leonardo Bruni {ca. 1370-1444) was the first
to give the name humanitas, or “humanity,” to the learning that resulted from such
studies. Bruni was a star student of Manuel Chrysoloras (ca. 1355-1415), the great
Byzantine scholar who opened the world of Greek scholarship to Italian humanists
when he taught in Florence between 1397 and 1403.

The first humanists were orators and poets who wrote original literature in both
classical and vernacular languages inspired by the ancients. They also taught rhetoric
in the universities, and when they were not so employed, royal and papal courts hired
them as secretaries, speechwriters, and diplomats.

Petrarch, Dante, and Boccaccio Francesco Petrarch (1304~1374) was the “father
of humanism.” He left the legal profession to pursue letters and poetry. Most of his
life was spent in and around Avignon. He was involved in a popular revolt in Rome
(1347-1349) and, in his later years, he served the Visconti family in Milan.

Petrarch celebrated ancient Rome in his Letters to the Ancient Dead, fancied
personal letters to Cicero, Livy, Vergil, and Horace. He also wrote a Latin epic
poem (Africa, a poetic historical tribute to the Roman general Scipio Africanus) and

RENAISSANCE AND Discovery 63

condottieri (con-da-TEE-AIR-ee)
Military brokers who furnished
mercenary forces to the Italian
states during the Renaissance.

studia humanitatis (STEW-dee-a
hew-MAHN-ee-tah-tis) During the
Renaissance, a liberal arts program
of study‘that embraced grammar,
thetoric, poetry, history, philoso-
phy, and politics.



64 PArRT1 ™ EUROPE IN TRANSITION, 1300—1750

¥

Read the Document
“Petrarch, Letter to
Cicera (14th c.)” on
MyHistoryLab.com

[THRead the Document
“Divine Comedy (1321)" on
MyHistoryLab.com

biographies of famous Roman men (Lives of Illustrious Men). His most famous con-
temporary work was a collection of highly introspective love sonnets to acertain
Laura, a married woman he admired romantically from a safe distance.

His critical textual studies, elitism, and contempt for the learning of the Scho-
lastics were features many later humanists also shared. As with many later human-
ists, Classical and Christian values coexist uneasily in his work. Medieval Christian
values can be seen in his imagined dialogues with Saint Augustine and in tracts he
wrote to defend the personal immortality of the soul against the Aristotelians.

Petrarch was, however, far more secular in orientation than his famous near-
contemporary Dante Alighieri {1265-1321), whose Vita Nuova and Divine Com-
edy form, with Petrarch’s sonnets, the cornerstones of Italian vernacular literature.
Petrarch’s student and friend Giovanni Boccaccio (1313—1375) was also a pioneer of
humanist studies. His Decameron—one hundred often bawdy tales told by three
men and seven women in a safe country retreat away from the plague that ravaged
Florence in 1348 (see Chapter 1)—is both a stinging social commentary (it exposes
sexual and economic misconduct) and a sympathetic look at human behavior. An
avid collector of manuscripts, Boccaccio also assembled an encyclopedia of Greek

and Roman mythology.

Educational Reforms and Goals Humanists took their mastery of ancient lan-
guages directly to the past, refusing to be slaves to their own times. Such an atti-
tude made them not only innovative educators, but also kept them in search of
new sources of information that addressed the ills of contemporary society. In their
searches, they assembled magnificent manuscript collections brimming with the his-
tory of the past, potent remedies for contemporaries, and sound advice to politicians
and rulers wherever they were.

The goal of humanist studies was wisdom eloquently spoken, both knowledge

of the good and the ability to move others to desire it. Learning was not meant to
remain abstract and unpracticed. “It is better to will the good than to know the
truth,” Petrarch taught. That became a motto of many later humanists, who, like
Petrarch, believed learning always ennobled people. Pietro Paolo Vergerio (1349-
1420), the author of the most influential Renaissance tract on education (On the
Morals That Befit a Free Man), left a classic summary of the humanist concept of a
liberal education:
We call those studies liberal which are worthy of a free man; those studies by which we attain
and practice virtue and wisdom; that education which calls forth, trains, and develops those
highest gifts of body and mind which ennoble men and which are rightly judged to rank next
in dignity to virtue only. For a vulgar temper, gain and pleasure are the one aim of existence,
but to a lofty nature, moral worth and fame.!

The ideal of a useful education and well-rounded people inspired far-reaching
reforms in traditional education. The Roman orator Quintilian’s (ca. 35-100) Edu-
cation of the Orator, the complete text of which was discovered in 1416, became
the basic classical guide for the humanist curriculum. Vittorino da Feltre (d. 1446)
exemplified those ideals. Not only did he have his students read the difficult works
of Pliny, Ptolemy, Terence, Plautus, Livy, and Plutarch, he also subjected them to
vigorous physical exercise and games. _

Despite the grinding process of acquiring ancient knowledge, humanistic studies
were not confined to the classroom. As Baldassare Castiglione’s (1478-1529) Book
of the Courtier illustrates, the rediscovered knowledge of the past was both a model
and a challenge to the present. Written as a practical guide for the nobility at the
court of Urbino, a small duchy in central Italy, the book embodies the highest ideals
of Italian humanism. The successful courtier is said to be one who knows how to
integrate knowledge of ancient languages and history with athletic, military, and

ICited by De Lamar Jensen, Renaissance Europe: Age of Recovery and Reconciliation (Lexington, MA: D. C.
Heath, 1981), p. 111.



THE RENAISSANCE GARDEN
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7 N THE MIDDLE Ages and early Renaissance,
few possessions were as prized, or as vital,
as a garden. Within that enclosed space

grew both ornamental and medicinal flowers
and herbs. The more common kitchen gar-
den existed in every manor, castle, monastery,
guildhall, and small household. In addition to
their large, elaborate gardens, the rich also had
orchards and vineyards to grow the fruit from
which they made sweet drinks and wine. Behind
their shops and guildhalls, apothecaries and
barber-surgeons cultivated the curative flow-
ers and herbs from which they concocted the
medicines of their trades. Beyond manor and
guildhall walls, small householders and cottag-
ers hoed the small, narrow plots behind their
houses in which they grew the basic herbs and
vegetables of their diet. Although the grandeur
and variety of a garden reflected the prestige of
its owner, every garden’s main purpose was to
serve the immediate needs of the household.
Versatility and pungency distinguished the
most popular flowers and herbs. The violet was
admired for its beauty, fragrance, and utility.
Medieval people put violets in baths, oils, and
syrups, prizing its soft scent and healing power
as well as its ability to color, flavor, and garnish
dishes. Nonetheless, subtlety and delicacy were
not as important to the medieval palate as they
are to ours. An herb or flower was only as good as
its impact on the senses. Potent scents and flavors
were loved for their ability to bring an otherwise
starchy and lackluster meal to life. Fruit, although
it was the main ingredient for sweet drinks, rarely
appeared on a medieval plate, and vegetables
were only slightly more common. Cabbage, len-
tils, peas, beans, onions, leeks, beets, and pars-
nips were the most often served vegetables at
the medieval table, made palatable by heavy
application of the sharpest and bitterest spices.
Beyond its practical function as a source of food
and medicine, the medieval garden was a space
of social and religious significance. In Christian his-
tory, gardens represented sacred places on earth.
During the Middle Ages and early Renaissance, it
was not the sprawling paradise of the Garden of
Eden that captured the imagination, but rather the
closed garden of the Bible's Song of Songs (4:12):
“A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse; a
spring shut up, a fountain sealed.” Such sensuous
imagery symbolized the soul’s union with God,

Christ's union with the Catholic Church, and the
bond of love between a man and a woman.

Although enclosed behind walls, fences, or
hedges to protect them as vital food sources,
gardens were also the private places of dream-
ers and lovers. Pleasure gardens bloomed
around the homes of the wealthy. There, amid
grottoes and fountains, lovers breathed the
warm scents of roses and lilies and pursued
the romantic trysts popularized in court poetry.
The stories of courtly love were cautionary as
well as titillating, for as the catechism reminded
every medieval Christian, the garden was also &
place of temptation and lost innocence.

a5

Sources: Teresa McClean, Medieval English Gardens [New York:
Viking Press, 1980), pp. 64, 133; Marilyn Stokstad and Jerry
Stannard, Gardens of the Middle Ages (Lawrence, KS: Spencer
Museum, 1983}, pp. 19-21, 61.

What kinds of gardens existed in the Middle
Ages and the early Renaissance?

How did religion give meaning to gardens?

How were gardens maintained and what were
the nature of their fruits and vegetables?

A wealthy man oversees apple picking at harvest time in

a fifteenth-century French orchard. In the town below,
individual house gardens can be seen. Protective fences,
made of woven sticks, keep out predatory animals. In the
right foreground, a boar can be seen overturning an apple
barrel. The British Library '
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Platonism Philosophy of Plato
that posits preexistent Ideal Forms
of which all earthly things are
imperfect models.

musical skills, while at the same time practicing good manners and exhibiting a high
moral character.

Privileged, educated noblewomen also promoted the new education and culture
at royal courts. Among them was Christine de Pisan (1363?-1434), the Italian-born
daughter of the physician and astrologer of French king Charles V. She became an
expert in classical, French, and Italian languages and literature. Married at fifteen
and the widowed mother of three at twenty-seven, she wrote lyric poetry to support
herself and was much read throughout the courts of Europe. Her most famous work,
The Treasure of the City of Ladies, is a chronicle of the accomplishments of the great
women of history. (See “Christine de Pisan Instructs Women on How to Handle Their

Husbands,” page 67.)

The Florentine “Academy” and the Revival of Platonism Of all the impor-
tant recoveries of the past made during the Italian Renaissance, none stands out
more than the revival of Greek studies—especially the works of Plato—in fifteenth-
century Florence. Many factors combined to bring this revival about. A foundation
was laid in 1397 when the city invited Manuel Chrysoloras to come from Constanti-
nople to promote Greek learning. A half century later {1439), the ecumenical Council
of Ferrara-Florence, convened to negotiate the reunion of the Eastern and Western
churches, opened the door for many Greek scholars and manuscripts to pour into the
West. After the fall of Constantinople to the Turks in 1453, many Greek scholars fled
to Florence for refuge. This was the background against which the Florentine Platonic
Academy evolved under the patronage of Cosimo de’ Medici and the supervision of
Marsilio Ficino (1433-1499) and Pico della Mirandola (1463-1494).

. Renaissance thinkers were especially attracted to the Platonic tradition and to
those Church Fathers who tried to synthesize Platonic philosophy with Christian
teaching. The Florentine Academy was actually not a formal school, but an informal
gathering of influential Florentine humanists devoted to the revival of the works of
Plato and the Neoplatonists: Plotinus, Proclus, Porphyry, and Dionysius the Areop-
agite. To this end, Ficino edited and published the complete works of Plato.

The appeal of Platonism lay in its flattering view of human nature. It distin-
guished between an eternal sphere of being and a perishable world in which humans
actually live. Human reason was believed to have preexisted in the pristine world
and still commune with it, a theory supported by human knowledge of eternal math-
ematical and moral truths.

Strong Platonic influence is evident in Pico’s Oration on the Dignity of Man,
perhaps the most famous Renaissance statement on the nature of humankind. (See
“Compare and Connect: Is the ‘Renaissance Man’ a Myth?,” page 70.) Pico wrote
the Oration as an introduction to his pretentious collection of nine hundred the-
ses. Published in Rome in December 1486, these theses were intended to serve as
the basis for a public debate on all of life’s important topics. The Oration drew on
Platonic teaching to depict humans as the only creatures in the world who pos-
sess the freedom to do and to be whatever they chose, to fly with angels or wallow

with pigs.

Critical Work of the Humanists: Lorenzo Valla Because they were guided by
scholarly ideals of philological accuracy and historical truth, learned humanists
could become critics of tradition. Their dispassionate critical scholarship shook long-
standing foundations, not the least of which were those of the medieval church. The
works of Lorenzo Valla (1406-1457), author of the standard Renaissance text on Latin
philology, the Elegances of the Latin Language (1444), reveal the explosive character
of the new learning. Although a good Catholic, Valla became a hero to later Protes-
tant reformers. His popularity among them stemmed from his brilliant exposé of the
Donation of Constantine and his defense of predestination against the advocates of
free will.

The fraudulent Donation, written in the eighth century, purported to be a good-
faith grant of vast territories to the pope and the church by the Roman emperor
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Renowned Renaissance noblewoman Christine de Pisan has the modern reputation of
being perhaps the first feminist, and her book, The Treasure of the City of Ladies (also
known as The Book of Three Virtues), has been described as the Renaissance woman’s
survival manual. Here she gives advice to the wives of artisans.

How does Christine de Pisan’s image of husband and wife compare with other medieval
views? Would the church question her advice? As a noblewoman commenting on the
married life of artisans, does her high social standing influence her advice? Would she

give similar advice to women of her own social class?

All wives of artisans should be very
painstaking and diligent if they
wish to have the necessities of life. They
should encourage their husbands or their
workmen to get to work early in the
morning and work until late. . . . [And]
the wife herself should [also] be involved
in the work to the extent that she knows
all about it, so that she may know how
to oversee his workers if her husband is
absent, and to reprove them if they do not
do well. ... And when customers come
to her husband and try to drive a hard bar-
gain, she ought to warn him solicitously
to take care that he does not make a bad
deal. She should advise him to be chary
of giving too much credit if he does not
know precisely where and to whom it
is going, for in this way many come to
poverty. . ..

In addition, she ought to keep her hus-  Christine de Pisan, who has the modern reputation of being the first Euro-

band’s love as much as she can, to this
end: that he will stay at home more will-

pean feminist, presents her internationally famous book The Treasure of
the City of Ladlies, also known as The Book of Three Virtues, to Isabella of

ingly and that he may not have any reason Bavaria amid her ladlies in waiting. Philip de Bay/Historical Picture Archive/Corbis

to join the foolish crowds of other young

men in taverns and indulge in unnecessary and
extravagant expense, as many tradesmen do, espe-
cially in Paris. By treating him kindly she should
protect him as well as she can from this. It is said
that three things drive a man from his home: a
quarrelsome wife, a smoking fireplace, and a leak-
ing roof. She too ought to stay at home gladly and

not go off every day traipsing hither and yon gos-
siping with the neighbours and visiting her chums
to find out what everyone is doing. That is done
by slovenly housewives roaming about the town
in groups. Nor should she go off on these pilgrim-
ages got up for no good reason and involving a lot
of needless expense.

From The Treasure of the City of Ladies by Christine de Pisan, trans. by Sarah Lawson (New York: Penguin, 1985), pp. 167-168. Copyright © Sarah

Lawson, 1985, Reproduced by permission of Penguin Books Ltd.
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chiaroscuro (kyar-eh-SKEW-row)
The use of shading to enhance nat-
uralness in painting and drawing.

Constantine (r. 307-337). Valla did not intend the exposé of the Donation to have
the devastating force that Protestants later attributed to it. He had only proved in
a careful, scholarly way what others had long suspected. Using textual analysis and
historical logic, Valla demonstrated that the document was filled with anachronistic
terms, such as fief, and also contained information that could not have existed in
a fourth-century document, hence a fraud. In the same dispassionate way, he also
pointed out errors in the Latin Vulgate, then the authorized version of the Bible for
Western Christendom.

Such discoveries did not make Valla any less loyal to the church, nor did they
prevent his faithful fulfillment of the office of apostolic secretary in Rome under Pope
Nicholas V (r. 1447-1455). Nonetheless, historical humanistic criticism of this type
also served those far less loyal to the medieval church. Young humanists formed the
first identifiable group of Martin Luther’s supporters.

Civic Humanism A basic humanist criticism of Scholastic education was the use-
lessness of so much of its content. The humanists believed education should pro-
mote individual virtue and self-sacrificing public service, hence the designation, civic
humanism. The most striking examples of this were found in Florence, where three
humanists served as chancellors of the city: Coluccio Salutati ( 1331-1406), Leonardo
Bruni (ca. 1370-1444), and Poggio Bracciolini {1380-1459). Each used his rhetorical
skills to rally the Florentines against their aggressors. However, many modern schol-
ars doubt that humanistic scholarship accounted for such civic activity and rather
view the famous humanist chancellors of Florence as men who simply wanted to
exercise great power.

Toward the end of the Renaissance, many humanists became cliquish and snob-
bish intellectual elites more concerned about narrow Latin scholarly interests than
with revitalizing civic and social life. In reaction to this elitist trend, the humanist
historians Niccold Machiavelli (1469-1527) and Francesco Guicciardini (1483-1540)
wrote in Italian and made contemporary history their primary source and subject mat-
ter. Here, arguably, we can see the two sides of humanism: deep historical scholarship
and practical transparent politics.

High Renaissance Art s

In Renaissance Italy, as in Reformation Europe, the values and interests of the laity
were no longer subordinated to those of the clergy. In education, culture, and religion,
the laity now assumed a leading role and established models for the clergy to emulate.
This development was due in part to the church’s loss of international power during
the great crises of the late Middle Ages. The rise of national sentiment and the emer-
gence of national bureaucracies staffed by laymen, rather than clerics, encouraged
the rapid growth of lay education over the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. And
medieval Christians adjusted to a more this-worldly spirit and mission.

This new perspective on life is prominent in the painting and sculpture of the
High Renaissance (1450-1527), when art and sculpture reached their full maturity.
Whereas medieval art had tended to be abstract and formulaic, Renaissance art
emphatically embraced the natural world and human emotions. Renaissance artists
gave their works a rational, even mathematical, order—perfect symmetry and pro-
portionality reflecting a belief in the harmony of the universe.

High Renaissance artists were helped by the development of new technical
skills during the fifteenth century. In addition to the availability of oil paints, two
special techniques gave them an edge: the use of shading to enhance naturalness
(chiaroscuro) and the adjustment of the size of figures to give the viewer a feeling of
continuity with the painting ({linear perspective). These techniques enabled the artist
to portray space realistically and to paint a more natural world. The result, compared
to their flat Byzantine and Gothic counterparts, was a three-dimensional canvas filled

with energy and life.
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LEONARDO PLOTS THE PERFECT MAN

ITRUVIAN MAN BY Leonardo da Vinci, c. 1490. The name “Vitruvian” is taken from that of a first-century c.. Roman
architect and engineer, Marcus Pollio Vitruvius, who used squares and circles to demonstrate the human body's
symmetry and proportionality. Vitruvius’ commentary reads counter-clockwise in three paragraphs that highlight

Leonardo’s scientific portrayal.
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And just as the human
body yields a circular
outline, so too a square
figure may be found from
it. For if we measure the
distance from the soles
of the feet to the top

of the head, and then
apply that measure to
the outstretched arms,
the breadth will be found
to be the same as the
height.

If a man be placed

flat on his back, with
his hands and feet
extended, and a pair
of compasses centered
at his navel, the fingers
and toes of his two
hands and feet will

Leonardo, like most art-
ists of his time, shared
this classical ideal of
human perfection even
in his gloomiest etch-

ings and paintings. With . !
fesv excegtions Stghe m~— = W T e e of a circle described
: therefrom.

oy
Lo d
great painters of the age T SR x ST 7 R Uy
wanted to portray men 5 £ A '%"P‘E"""T ‘J;-""'""‘P[ffl"fr
n 1

W - o - Py e s " ". W o i
Shiepmea b

and women in a more

than human beauty and . sl ) A AE i o] ‘lfj""”‘nﬂ,*_,_‘ U W
glory. Even the rabbits m' w‘:ﬁw&w"‘ith e i ;
of the German painter : Jm-w-;éﬂ* pogsh ror ¥ "“I’i"'?r"}:.‘i‘."x{;‘*ﬁqu ‘”'1'4‘-7'"3" l '
Albrecht Diirer, who i il ok ol L ot Sl B ! e
shared this ideal, were CORBIS/Bettmann

superior to any rabbit one
might see in the wild.

From Marilyn Stokstad and David Cateforis, Art History [New York: Pearson, 2005), p. 651.

Compare Leonardo’s nude body painting of “the perfect Is Leonardo’s “Vitruvian Man” a true, perfect human being,

man” with those of Adam and Eve at the hand of the northern  or body worship of man as a perfect machine?
Renaissance painter, Lucas Cranach, the Elder (see page 83).
Which of these images is truer to real life?

touch the circumference
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AS SEVERAL ILLUSTRATIONS in this chapter attest, the great artists of the Renaissance (Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci,
Albrecht Diirer) romanticized their human subjects and made them larger than life. Not only was the iconic “Renaissance
man” perfectly proportioned physically, he was also effective in what he undertook, endowed with the divine freedom

and power to be and to do whatever he chose.

QUESTIONS
1. Who or what are Pico’s and Diirer’s glorified humans?
Is the vaunted “Renaissance man” real or fictional?

2. What is one to make of an era fixated on the per-
fect body and mind?

3. Is Martin Luther’s rejoinder (the bondage of the
human will) truer to life; or religious misanthropy?

|. Pico della Mirandola, Oration on the
Dignity of Man (ca. 1486)

One of the most eloquent descriptions of the Renaissance
image of human beings comes from Italian humanist Pico
della Mirandola (1463-1494). In his famed Oration on the
Dignity of Man (ca. 1486), Pico describes humans as free to
become whatever they choose.

Pico’s “Renaissance Man"” stands in stark contrast to
the devout Christian pilgrim of the Middle Ages. The latter
found himself always at the crossroads of heaven and hell,
in constant fear of sin, death, and the devil, regularly con-
fessing his sins and receiving forgiveness in an unending
penitential cycle. Had the Middle Ages misjudged human
nature? Was there a great transformation in human nature
between the Middle Ages and the Renaissance?

The best of artisans [God] ordained that that creature
(man) to whom He had been able to give nothing proper
to himself should have joint possession of whatever had
been peculiar to each of the different kinds of being. He
therefore took man as a creature of indeterminate nature
and, assigning him a place in the middle of the world,
addressed him thus: “Neither a fixed abode nor a form
that is thine alone nor any function peculiar to thyself

have we given thee, Adam, to the end that according to
thy longing and according to thy judgment thou mayest
have and possess what abode, what form, and what func-
tions thou thyself shalt desire. The nature of all other
beings is limited and constrained within the bounds of
laws prescribed by Us. Thou, constrained by no limits,
in accordance with thine own free will, in whose hand
We have placed thee, shall ordain for thyself the limits
of thy nature. We have set thee at the world’s center that
thou mayest from thence more easily observe whatever
is in the world. We have made thee neither of heaven nor
of earth, neither mortal nor immortal, so that with free-
dom of choice and with honor, as though the maker and
molder of thyself, thou mayest fashion thyself in what-
ever shape thou shalt prefer. Thou shalt have the power to
degenerate into the lower forms of life, which are brutish.
Thou shalt have the power, out of thy soul’s judgment,
to be reborn into the higher forms, which are divine.”
O supreme generosity of God the Father, O highest and
most marvelous felicity of man! To him it is granted to
have whatever he chooses, to be whatever he wills. m

From Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, Ozation on the Dignity of Man, in The
Renaissance Philosophy of Man, ed. by E. Cassirer et al. {Chicago: Phoenix
Books, 1961, pp. 224-225.

il. Albrecht Durer

In 1500, Albrecht Diirer, then 28, painted the most famous
self-portrait of the European Renaissance and Reformation,
one that celebrated his own beauty and genius by impos-
ing his face on a portrayal of Christ, a work of art that has
been called “the birth of the modern artist.”
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Fourteen years later (1514), on the occasion of his
mother's death, Diirer engraved another famous image of
himself, only now as a man in deep depression, or melan-
choly, his mind darkened and his creativity throttled.

In this self-portrait he is neither effective nor hand-
some, much less heroic and divine, not a self-portrait of a
Renaissance man.



Albrecht Direr (1471-1528). Self-portrait at Age 28 with Fur
Coat. 1500. 0il on wood, 67 x 49 cm. Alte Pinakothek, Munich, Germany.
Photograph © Scala/Art Resource, NY

Albrecht Diirer. Melencolia I. 1514. Engraving. 23.8 x 18.9 em. Cour-
tesy of the Library of Congress. B

lll. Martin Luther, The Bondage
of the Will (1525)

The greater challenge to the Renaissance man came from
Martin Luther, who met his “Pico” in northern humanist
Desiderius Erasmus. Like Pico, Erasmus, flying in the face of
Reformation theology, conceived free will to be “a power
of the human will by which a-man may apply himself to
those things that lead to eternal salvation, or turn away
from the same.” Of such thinking, Luther made short-shift.

It is in the highest degree wholesome and necessary for
a Christian to know whether or not his will has any-
thing to do in matters pertaining to salvation. ... We
need to have in mind a clear-cut distinction between
God’s power and ours and God’s work and ours, if we
would live a godly life. . . . The will, be it God’s or
man’s, does what it does, good or bad, under no compul-
sion, but just as it wants or pleases, as if totally free. ...
Wise men know what experience of life proves, that no
man’s purposes ever go forward as planned, but events
overtake all men contrary to their expectation. ... Who
among us always lives and behaves as he should? But
duty and doctrine are not therefore condemned, rather
they condemn us.

God has promised His grace to the humbled, that is,
to those who mourn over and despair of themselves. But
a man cannot be thoroughly humbled till he realizes that
his salvation is utterly beyond his own powers, counsels,
efforts, will and works, and depends absolutely on the will,
counsel, pleasure, and work of Another: GOD ALONE. As
long as he is persuaded that he can make even the smallest
contribution to his salvation, he . . . does not utterly despair
of himself, and so is not humbled before God, but plans for
himself a position, an occasion, a work, which shall bring
him final salvation. But he who [no longer] doubts that his
destiny depends entirely only on the will of God . . . waits
for God to work in him, and such a man is very near to grace
for his salvation. So if we want to drop this term (“free will”)
altogether, which would be the safest and most Christian
thing to do, we may, still in good faith, teach people to use it
to credit man with ‘free will’ in respect not of what is above
him, but of what is below him. . . . However, with regard
to God and in all that bears on salvation or damnation, he
has no ‘free will’ but is a captive, prisoner and bond-slave,
either to the will of God, or to the will of Satan. m

From Martin Luther, On the Bondage of the Will, ed. by J. I. Packer and
O. R. Johnston (Westwood, NJ: Fleming H. Fevell Co., 1957), pp. 79, 81, 83,
87, 100, 104, 107, 137.
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VASARI'S DESCRIPTION OF

LEONARDO DA VINCI

In this passage, Giorgio Vasari (1512-1574), friend and biographer of the great Renais-
sance painters, scuptors, and architects, claims Leonardo da Vinci’s versatility was

actually a handicap.

According to Vasari, how does Leonardo’s genius work against him? Why do you sup-
pose so many scholars have pointed to Leonardo as the prototypical “Renaissance

man”’?

The richest gifts are occasionally seen to be show-
ered, as by celestial influence, upon certain
human beings; nay, they sometimes supernaturally
and marvelously gather in a single person—beauty,
grace, and talent united in such a manner that to
whatever the man thus favored may turn himself,
his every action is so divine as to leave all other
men far behind. . .. This was . . . the case of Leo-
nardo da Vinci ... whohad. .. so rare a gift of talent
and ability that to whatever subject he turned his
attention . . . he presently made himself absolute
master of it. . ..

He would without doubt have made great prog-
ress in the learning and knowledge of the sci-
ences had he not been so versatile and changeful.
The instability of his character led him to under-
take many things, which, having commenced, he

“

afterwards abandoned. In arithmetic, for example,
he made such rapid progress in the short time he
gave his attention to it, that he often confounded
the master who was teaching him. .. . He also com-
menced the study of music and resolved to acquire
the art of playing the lute . . . singing to the instru-
ment most divinely. . . .

Being also an excellent geometrician, Leonardo
not only worked in sculpture but also in architec-
ture; likewise, he prepared . . . designs for entire
buildings. . . . While only a youth, he first suggested
the formation of a canal from Pisa to Florence by
means of certain changes . . . in the river Arno. He
made designs for mills, fulling machines, and other
engines run by water. But as he had resolved to
make painting his profession, he gave the greater
part of his time to drawing from nature.

From J. H. Robinson, ed., Readings in European History, Vol. 1 (Boston: Athenaeum, 1904), pp. 535-536.

Giotto (1266-1336), the father of Renaissance painting, signaled the new direc-
tion. An admirer of Saint Francis of Assisi, whose love of nature he shared, he painted
a more natural world. Though still filled with religious seriousness, his work was
no longer an abstract and unnatural depiction of the world. The painter Masaccio
(1401-1428) and the sculptor Donatello (1386-1466) also portrayed the world around
them literally and naturally. The great masters of the High Renaissance, Leonardo da
Vinci (1452-1519), Raphael (1483-1520), and Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564),
reached the heights of such painting.

Leonardo da Vinci A master of many skills, Leonardo exhibited the Renaissance
ideal of the universal person. One of the greatest painters of all time, he also advised
Italian princes and the French king Francis I {r. 1515-1547) on military engineer-
ing. He approached his work empirically, as a modern scientist, dissecting corpses
to learn anatomy, and was a self-taught botanist. His inventive mind foresaw such
modern machines as airplanes and submarines. The variety of his interests was so
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great that it could shorten his attention span. His great skill in convey-
ing inner moods through complex facial expression is apparent not only
in his most famous painting, the Mona Lisa, but also in his self-portrait
as well.

Raphael A man of great kindness and a painter of great sensitivity,
Raphael was loved by his contemporaries as much for his person as for his
work. He is most famous for his tender madonnas and the great fresco in
the Vatican, The School of Athens, a virtually perfect example of Renais-
sance technique. It depicts Plato and Aristotle surrounded by other great
philosophers and scientists of antiquity who bear the features of Raphael’s
famous contemporaries.

Michelangelo The melancholy genius Michelangelo also excelled in
a variety of arts and crafts. His eighteen-foot sculpture of David, which
long stood majestically in the great square of Florence, is a perfect
example of Renaissance devotion to harmony, symmetry, and propor-
tion, all serving the glorification of the human form. Four different
popes commissioned works by Michelangelo. The frescoes in the Vati-
can’s Sistine Chapel are the most famous, painted during the pontificate
of Pope Julius II (r. 1503-1513), who also set Michelangelo to work
on his own magnificent tomb. The Sistine frescoes originally covered
10,000 square feet and involved 343 figures, over half of which exceeded
ten feet in height, but it is their originality and perfection as works of
art that impress one most. This labor of love and piety took four years
to complete.

His later works are more complex and suggest deep personal changes.
They mark, artistically and philosophically, the passing of High Renaissance
painting and the advent of a new style known as mannerism, which reached
its peak in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. A reaction to
the simplicity and symmetry of High Renaissance art, which also had a parallel in con-
temporary music and literature, mannerism made room for the strange and the abnor-
mal, giving freer rein to the individual perceptions and feelings of the artist, who now
felt free to paint, compose, or write in a “mannered,” or “affected,” way. Tintoretto
(d. 1594) and El Greco (d. 1614} are mannerism’s supreme representatives.

Slavery in the Renaissance

Throughout Renaissance Italy, slavery flourished as extravagantly as art and culture.
A thriving western slave market existed as early as the twelfth century, when the
Spanish sold Muslim slaves captured in raids and war to wealthy Italians and other
buyers. Contemporaries looked on such slavery as a merciful act, since their captors
would otherwise have killed the captives. In addition to widespread household or
domestic slavery, collective.plantation slavery, following East Asian models, also
developed in the eastern Mediterranean during the High Middle Ages. In the savannas
of Sudan and the Venetian estates on the islands of Cyprus and Crete, gangs of slaves
cut sugarcane, setting the model for later slave plantations in the Mediterranean and
the New World.

After the Black Death (1348-1350) reduced the supply of laborers everywhere in
Western Europe, the demand for slaves soared. Slaves were imported from Africa, the
Balkans, Constantinople, Cyprus, Crete, and the lands surrounding the Black Sea.
Taken randomly from conquered people, they consisted of many races: Tatars, Cir-
cassians, Greeks, Russians, Georgians, and Iranians as well as Asians and Africans.
According to one source, “By the end of the fourteenth century, there was hardly a
well-to-do household in Tuscany without at least one slave: brides brought them

Combining the painterly qualities of all the
Renaissance masters, Raphael created scenes of
tender beauty and subjects sublime in both flesh
and spirit. Musée du Louvre, Paris/Giraudon, Paris/
Bridgeman Art Library/SuperStock

[J8HRead the Document
“Giorgio Vasari on the Life
of Michelangelo, 1550 on
MyHistoryLab.com

mannerism A style of art in the
mid- tolate-sixteenth century
that permitted artists to express
their own “manner” or feelings
in contrast to the symmetry and
simplicity of the art of the High
Renaissance.
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OF RAPHAEL'S PERSONALITY

In this passage, Vasari describes the painter Raphael as a person with an extraordinary
ability to create an atmosphere of harmony among those who worked with him.

Do you find the personal traits of Raphael, as described by Vasari, also reflected in his
paintings? Is the author romanticizing the artist? Compare this with his description of

Leonardo in the preceding document.

There was among his many extraordinary
gifts one of such value and importance that
I can never sufficiently admire it and always
think thereof with astonishment. This was the
power accorded him by heaven of bringing all
who approached his presence into harmony, an
effect . . . contrary to the nature of our artists. Yet
all . .. became as of one mind once they began to
labor in the society of Raphael, and they continued

in such unity and concord that all harsh feelings
and evil dispositions became subdued and dis-
appeared at the sight of him . . . This happened
because all were surpassed by him in friendly cour-
tesy as well as in art. All confessed the influence
of his sweet and gracious nature. . . . Not only was
he honored by men, but even by the very animals
who would constantly follow his steps and always
loved him.

From J. H. Robinson, Readings in European History, Vol. 1 {Boston: Athenaeum, 1904) , pp. 538-539.

MAJOR POLITICAL EVENTS OF THE ITALIAN
RENAISSANCE (1375-1527)

1378-1382  The Ciompi Revolt in Florence
1434  Medici rule in Florence established
by Cosimo de’ Medici
1454-1455  Treaty of Lodi allies Milan, Naples,
and Florence (in effect until 1494)
1494  Charles VIil of France invades Italy
1494-1498 Savonarola controls Florence
1495  League of Venice unites Venice, Milan,
the Papal States, the Holy Roman Empire,
and Spain against France g
1499  Louis Xil invades Milan (the second French
invasion of Italy)
1500  The Borgias conquer Romagna
1512-1513  The Holy League (Pope Julius I, Ferdinand
of Aragon, Emperor Maximilian, and Venice)
defeats the French
1513  Machiavelli writes The Prince
1515  Francis | leads the third French invasion
of ltaly
1516  Concordat of Bologna between France
and the papacy
1527  Sack of Rome by imperial soldiers

[to their marriages] as part of their dowry, doctors
accepted them from their patients in lieu of fees—and
it was not unusual to find them even in the service of a
priest.”?

Owners had complete dominion over their slaves; in
Italian law, this meant the “[power] to have, hold, sell,
alienate, exchange, enjoy, rent or unrent, dispose of in
[their] will[s], judge soul and body, and do with in perpe-
tuity whatsoever may please [them] and [their] heirs and
no man may gainsay [them).”® A strong, young, healthy
slave cost the equivalent of the wages paid a free servant

-over several years. Considering the lifespan of free service

thereafter, slaves were well worth the price.

Tatars and Africans appear to have been the worst
treated, but as in ancient Greece and Rome, slaves at this
time were generally accepted as family members and inte-
grated into households. Not a few women slaves became
mothers of their masters’ children. Fathers often adopted
children of such unions and raised them as their legitimate
heirs. It was also in the interest of their owners to keep
slaves healthy and happy; otherwise they would be of little

ris Origo, The Merchant of Prato: Francesco di Marco Datini, 1335-1410 {New
York: David Gedine, 1986}, pp. 90-91.

30rigo, The Merchant of Prato, p. 209.



CHAPTER 2 W RENAISSANCE AND DISCOVERY 79

’

use and even become a threat. Slaves nonetheless remained
a foreign and suspected presence in Italian society; they
were, as all knew, uprooted and resentful people.

v ltaly’s Political Decline: The French =™
Invasions (1494-1527)

As aland of autonomous city-states, [taly had always relied
on internal cooperation for its peace and safety from foreign-
invasion—especially by the Turks. Such cooperation was
maintained during the second half of the fifteenth century,
thanks to a political alliance known as the Treaty of Lodi
[1454-1455). Tts terms brought Milan and Naples, long tra-
ditional enemies, into the alliance with Florence. These
three stood together for decades against Venice, which fre-
quently joined the Papal States to maintain an internal bal-
ance of power. However, when a foreign enemy threatened
Italy, the five states could also present a united front.
Around 1490, after the rise to power of the Milanese
despot Ludovico il Moro, hostilities between Milan and
Naples resumed. The peace that the Treaty of Lodi made
possible ended in 1494 when Naples threatened Milan.
Ludovico made a fatal response to these new political align-
ments: He appealed to the French for aid. French kings had
ruled Naples from 1266 to 1442 before being driven out
by Duke Alfonso of Sicily. Breaking a wise Italian rule,
Ludovico invited the French to reenter Italy and revive their
dynastic claim to Naples. In his haste to check rival Naples,
Ludovico did not recognize sufficiently that France alsohad x4 35
dgn ESE0 cﬁalms t(.) Mfllan' o dld. he foresle;j: c{l ]C;W insatiable This portrait of Katharina, by Albrecht Diirer, provides evi-
the Frenc ap petite for new territory wo CCOME ONCE 4o, ce of African slavery in Europe during the sixteenth century.
French armies had crossed the Alps and encamped in Italy. Katharina was in the service of one Jo%o Bradao, a Portuguese
economic minister living in Antwerp, then the financial center
of Europe. Direr became friends with Bradao during his stay

Charles VllI’'s March Th rough |ta|y in the Low Countries in the winter of 1520-1521. Albrecht Diirer
(1471-1528), Portrait of the Moorish Woman Katharina. Drawing,. Uffizi Flor-

The French king Louis XI had resisted the temptation t0 ence, Italy. Photograph © Foto Marburg/Art Resource, NY
invade Italy while nonetheless keeping French dynastic
claims in Italy alive. His successor, Charles VIII {r. 1483—
1498), an eager youth in his twenties, responded to the call with lightning speed.
Within five months, he had crossed the Alps (August 1494) and raced as conqueror ~ What were the causes of Italy’s
through Florence and the Papal States into Naples. As Charles approached Florence,  political decline?
its Florentine ruler, Piero de’ Medici, tried to placate the French king by handing
over Pisa and other Florentine possessions. Such appeasement only brought about
Piero’s exile by a citizenry that was being revolutionized by a radical Dominican
preacher named Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1498). Savonarola convinced the fearful
Florentines that the French king’s arrival was a long-delayed and fully justified divine
vengeance on their immorality.
That allowed Charles to enter Florence without resistance. Between Savonarola’s
fatal flattery and the payment of a large ransom, the city escaped destruction. After
Charles’s departure, Savonarola exercised virtual rule over Florence for four years.
In the end, the Florentines proved not to be the stuff theocracies are made of. Savon-
arola’s moral rigor and antipapal policies made it impossible for him to survive
indefinitely in Italy. After the Italian cities reunited and ousted the French invader,
Savonarola’s days were numbered. In May 1498, he was imprisoned and executed.
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Charles’s lightning march through Italy also struck terror in non-Italian hearts.
Ferdinand of Aragon (r. 1479-1516), who had hoped to expand his own possessions in
Italy from his base in Sicily, now found himself vulnerable to a French-Italian axis. In
response he created a new counteralliance—the League of Venice. Formed in March
1495, it brought Venice, the Papal States, and Emperor Maximilian I (r. 1493-1519)
together with Ferdinand against the French. The stage was now set for a conflict
between France and Spain that would not end until 1559.

Meanwhile, the Milanese despot who had brought these ill winds, Ludovico
il Moro, recognized that he had sown the wind. Having desired a French invasion
only as long as it weakened his enemies, he now saw a whirlwind of events he had
himself created threaten Milan. In reaction, he joined the League of Venice, which
was now strong enough to send Charles into retreat and to end the menace he posed

to Italy.

Pope Alexander VI and the Borgia Family

The French returned to Italy under Charles’s successor, Louis XII {r. 1498-1515). This
time a new Italian ally, the Borgia pope, Alexander VI, assisted them. Probably the
most corrupt pope who ever sat on the papal throne, he openly promoted the political
careers of Cesare and Lucrezia Borgia, the children he had had before he became pope.

‘He placed papal policy in tandem with the efforts of his powerful family to secure a

political base in Romagna in north central Italy.

In Romagna, several principalities had fallen away from the church during the
Avignon papacy. Venice, the pope’s ally within the League of Venice, continued to
contest the Papal States for their loyalty. Seeing that a French alliance would allow
him to reestablish control over the region, Alexander took steps to secure French
favor. He annulled Louis XII's marriage to Charles VIII's sister so Louis could marry
Charles’s widow, Anne of Brittany—a popular political move designed to keep Brit-
tany French. The pope also bestowed a cardinal’s hat on the archbishop of Rouen,
Louis’s favorite cleric. Most important, Alexander agreed to abandon the League of
Venice, a withdrawal of support that made the league too weak to resist a French
reconquest of Milan.

All in all it was a scandalous trade-off, but one that made it possible for both the
French king and the pope to realize their ambitions within Italy. Louis invaded Milan
in August 1499. Ludovico il Moro, who had originally opened the Pandora’s box of
French invasion, spent his last years languishing in a French prison. In 1500, Louis
and Ferdinand of Aragon divided Naples between them, and the pope and Cesare
Borgia conquered the cities of Romagna without opposition. Alexander’s victorious
son was given the title “duke of Romagna.”

Pope Julius 11

Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere, a strong opponent of the Borgia family, succeeded
Alexander VI as Pope Julius II {r. 1503-1513). He suppressed the Borgias and placed
their newly conquered lands in Romagna under papal jurisdiction. Julius raised the
Renaissance papacy to its peak of military prowess and diplomatic intrigue, gain-
ing him the title of “warrior pope.” Shocked, as were other contemperaries, by this
thoroughly secular papacy, the humanist Erasmus (14662-1536), who had witnessed
in disbeliéf a bullfight in the papal palace during a visit to Rome, wrote a popular
anonymous satire titled Julius Excluded from Heaven. This humorous account pur-
ported to describe the pope’s unsuccessful efforts to convince Saint Peter that he was
worthy of admission to heaven.

Assisted by his powerful allies, Pope Julius drove the Venetians out of Romagna
in 1509 and fully secured the Papal States. Having realized this long-sought papal
goal, Julius turned to the second major undertaking of his pontificate: ridding Italy of
his former ally, the French invader. Julius, Ferdinand of Aragon, and Venice formed a
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second Holy League in October 1511 and were joined by Emperor Maximilian I and
the Swiss. In 1512, the league had the French in full retreat, and the Swiss defeated
them in 1513 at Novara.

The French were nothing if not persistent. They invaded Italy a third time
under Louis’s successor, Francis I (r. 1515-1547). This time French armies massa-
cred Swiss soldiers of the Holy League at Marignano in September 1515, avenging
the earliér defeat at Novara. The victory won the Concordat of Bologna from the
pope in August 1516, an agreement that gave the French king control over the
French clergy in exchange for French recognition of the pope’s superiority over
church councils and his right to collect annates in France. This concordat helped
keep France Catholic after the outbreak of the Protestant Reformation, but the
new French entry into Italy set the stage for the first of four major wars with
Spain in the first half of the sixteenth century: the Habsburg-Valois wars, none
of which France won.

Niccold Machiavelli

The foreign invasions made a shambles of Italy. The same period that saw Italy’s
cultural peak in the work of Leonardo, Raphael, and Michelangelo also witnessed
Italy’s political tragedy. One who watched as French, Spanish, and German armies
wreaked havoc on Italy was Niccold Machiavelli {1469-1527). The more he saw, the
more convinced he became that Italian political unity and independence were ends
that justified any means.

A humanist and a careful student of ancient Rome, Machiavelli was impressed
by the way Roman rulers and citizens had then defended their homeland. They
possessed virts, the ability to act decisively and heroically for the good of their
country. Stories of ancient Roman patriotism and self-sacrifice were Machiavelli’s
favorites, and he lamented the absence of such traits among his compatriots. Such
romanticizing of the Roman past exaggerated both ancient virtue and contemporary
failings. His Florentine contemporary, Francesco Guicciardini (1483-1540), a more
sober historian less given to idealizing antiquity, wrote truer chronicles of Floren-
tine and Italian history.

Machiavelli also held republican ideals, which he did not want to see vanish
from Italy. He believed a strong and determined people could struggle successfully
with fortune. He scolded the Italian people for the self-destruction their own internal
feuding was causing. He wanted an end to that behavior above all, so a reunited Italy
could drive all foreign armies out.

His fellow citizens were not up to such a challenge. The juxtaposition of
what Machiavelli believed the ancient Romans had been, with the failure of his
contemporaries to attain such high ideals, made him the famous cynic whose
name—in the epithet “Machiavellian”—has become synonymous with ruthless
political expediency. Only a strongman, he concluded, could impose order on so
divided and selfish a people; the salvation of Italy required, for the present, cun-
ning dictators. '

. It has been argued that Machiavelli wrote The Prince in 1513 as a cynical sat-
ire on the way rulers actually do behave and not as a serious recommendation of
unprincipled despotic rule. To take his advocacy of tyranny literally, it is argued,
contradicts both his earlier works and his own strong family tradition of republican
service. But Machiavelli seems to have been in earnest when he advised rulers to
discover the advantages of fraud and brutality, at least as a temporary means to the
higher end of a unified Italy. He apparently hoped to see a strong ruler emerge from
the Medici family, which had captured the papacy in 1513 with the pontificate of
Leo X (r. 1513-1521). At the same time, the Medici family retained control over
the powerful territorial state of Florence. The Prince, his famous book, was point-
edly dedicated to Lorenzo de’ Medici, duke of Urbino and grandson of Lorenzo the

Magnificent.

E]H—E%ead the Document
“The Prince (1519) Machiavelli”
on MyHistoryLab.com
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ACHIAVELL! DiscusseEs THE MosT
IMPORTANT TRAIT FOR A RULER

Machiavelli believed that the most important personality trait of a successful ruler

was the ability to instill fear in his subjects.

Why does Machiavelli think so little of his fellow man? Is he a humanist? Does history

bear out his description of humankind?

Is fear the best way to hold a state together?

Who in the present-day world would you describe as a modern Machiavellian?

Here the question arises; whether it is better
to be loved than feared or feared than loved.
The answer is that it would be desirable to be
both but, since that is difficult, it is much safer to
be feared than to be loved, if one must choose. For
on men in general this observation may be made:
they are ungrateful, fickle, and deceitful, eager to
avoid dangers, and avid for gain, and while you
are useful to them they are all with you, offer-
ing you their blood, their property, their lives,
and their sons so long as danger is remote, as we
noted above, but when it approaches they turn

on you. Any prince, trusting only in their words
and having no other preparations made, will fall
to his ruin, for friendships that are bought at a
price and not by greatness and nobility of soul
are paid for indeed, but they are not owned and
cannot be called upon in time of need. Men have
less hesitation in offending a man who is loved
than one who is feared, for love is held by a bond
of obligation which, as men are wicked, is broken
whenever personal advantage suggests it, but fear
is accompanied by the dread of punishment which
never relaxes.

From Niccold Machiavelli, The Prince |

How were the powerful
monarchies of northern Europe
different from their predecessors?

®_{View the Map
“Geographical Tour:
Europe in 1500” on
MyHistoryLab.com

1513), trans. and ed. by Thomas G. Bergin (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1947).

Whatever Machiavelli’s hopes may have been, the Medicis proved not to be Italy’s
deliverers. The second Medici pope, Clement VII (r. 15231 534), watched helplessly as
the army of Emperor Charles V sacked Rome in 1527, also the year of Machiavelli’s

death.

v Revival of Monarchy in Northern Europe

After 1450, sovereign rulers set in motion a shift from divided feudal monarchy to
unified national monarchies. Dynastic and chivalric ideals of feudal monarchy did
not, however, vanish. Territorial princes remained on the scene and representative
bodies persisted and even grew in influence.

The feudal monarchy of the High Middle Ages was characterized by the division
of the basic powers of government between the king and his semiautonomous vas-
sals. The nobility and the towns then acted with varying degrees of unity and suc-
cess through evolving representative assemblies, such as the English Parliament, the
French Estates General, and the Spanish Cortés, to thwart the centralization of royal
power into a united nation. But after the Hundred Years’ War and the Great Schism
in the church, the nobility and the clergy were in decline and less able to block grow-
ing national monarchies.

The increasingly important towns now began to ally with the king. Loyal, business-
wise townspeople, not the nobility and the clergy, increasingly staffed royal offices and
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became the king’s lawyers, bookkeepers, military tacticians, and foreign diplomats.
This new alliance between king and town broke the bonds of feudal society and made
possible the rise of sovereign states.

In a sovereign state, the powers of taxation, war-making, and law enforcement no
longer belong to semiautonomous vassals but are concentrated in the monarch and
exercised by his or her chosen agents. Taxes, wars, and laws become national, rather
than merely regional, matters. Only as monarchs became able to act independently of
the nobility and representative assemblies could they overcome the decentralization
that impeded nation-building. Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain rarely called the Cortés
into session. The French Estates General met irregularly, mostly in time of crisis, but
was never essential to royal governance. Henry VII {r. 1485-1509) of England managed
to raise revenues without going begging to Parliament, which had voted him customs [JsHRead the Document

revenues for life in 1485. Brilliant theorists, from Marsilius of Padua in the fourteenth “Jean Bodin, Six Books of

century to Machiavelli in the fifteenth to Jean Bodin (1530-1596) in the sixteenth, the Commonwealth” on

emphatically defended the sovereign rights of monarchy. MyHistoryLab.com
The many were, of course, never totally subjugated to the one. But in the last .

half of the fifteenth century, rulers demonstrated that the law was their creature.
They appointed civil servants whose vision was no longer merely local or regional. In
Castile they were the corregidores, in England the justices of the peace, and in France
bailiffs operating through well-drilled lieutenants. These royal ministers and agents
became closely attached to the localities they administered in the ruler’s name.
Throughout England, for example, local magnates represented the Tudor dynasty
that seized the throne in 1485. These new executives remained royal bureaucrats
whose outlook was “national” and loyal to the “state.”

Monarchies also created standing national armies in the fifteenth century. The
noble cavalry receded as the infantry and the artillery became the backbone of royal
armies. Mercenary soldiers from Switzerland and Germany became the major part of
the “king’s army.” Professional soldiers who fought for pay and booty were far more
efficient than feudal vassals. However, monarchs who failed to meet their payrolls
now faced a new danger of mutiny and banditry by foreign troops.

The growing cost of warfare in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries increased
the monarch’s need for new national sources of income. The great obstacle was the
stubborn belief of the highest social classes that they were immune from government
taxation. The nobility guarded their properties and traditional rights and despised
taxation as an insult and a humiliation. Royal revenues accordingly had to grow at
the expense of those least able to resist and least able to pay.

The monarchs had several options when it came to raising money. As feudal
lords, they could collect rents from their royal domains. They could also levy national
taxes on basic food and clothing, such as the salt tax (gabelle) in France and the 10
percent sales tax (alcabala) on commercial transactions in Spain. The rulers could
also levy direct taxes on the peasantry, which they did through agreeable represen-
tative assemblies of the privileged classes in which the peasantry did not sit. The
taille, which the French kings determined independently from year to year after
the Estates General was suspended in 1484, was such a tax, Innovative fundraising
devices in the fifteenth century included the sale of public offices and the issuance
of high-interest government bonds. Rulers still did not levy taxes on the powerful
nobility, but instead, they borrowed from rich nobles and the great bankers of Italy
and Germany. In money matters, the privileged classes remained as much the kings’
creditors and competitors as their subjects.

France

Charles VII {r. 1422-1461) was a king made great by those who served him. His min-
isters created a permanent professional army, which—thanks initially to the inspi-
ration of Joan of Arc—drove the English out of France. In addition, the enterprise
of an independent merchant banker named Jacques Coeur helped develop a strong
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economy, diplomatic corps, and national administration throughout Charles’s reign.
These sturdy tools in turn enabled Charles’s son and successor, the ruthless Louis XI
(r. 1461-1483}, to make France a great power.

French nation-building had two political cornerstones in the fifteenth century.
The first was the collapse of the English Empire in France following the Hundred
Years’ War. The second was the defeat of Charles the Bold (r. 1467-1477) and his
duchy of Burgundy. Perhaps Europe’s strongest political power in the mid-fifteenth
century, Burgundy aspired to dwarf both France and the Holy Roman Empire as the
leader of a dominant middle kingdom, which it might have done had not the conti-
nental powers joined to prevent it. When Charles the Bold died in defeat in a battle
at Nancy in 1477, the dream of a Burgundian Empire died with him. Louis XI and
Habsburg emperor Maximilian I divided the conquered Burgundian lands between
them, with the treaty-wise Habsburgs getting the better part. The dissolution of
Burgundy ended its constant intrigue against the French king and left Louis XI free
to secure the monarchy. Between the newly acquired Burgundian lands and his own
inheritance the king was able to end his reign with a kingdom almost twice the size
of that he had inherited. Louis successfully harnessed the nobility, expanded the trade
and industry that Jacques Coeur so carefully had nurtured, created a national postal
system, and even established a lucrative silk industry.

A strong nation is a two-edged sword. Because Louis’s successors inherited a
secure and efficient government, they felt free to pursue what proved ultimately
to be bad foreign policy. Conquests in Italy in the 1490s and a long series of losing
wars with the Habsburgs in the first half of the sixteenth century left France, by the
mid-sixteenth century, once again a defeated nation almost as divided as it had been
during the Hundred Years’ War.

Spain

Both Castile and Aragon had been poorly ruled and divided kingdoms in the mid-
fifteenth century, but the union of Isabella of Castile (r. 1474-1504) and Ferdinand
of Aragon (r. 1479-1516) changed that situation. The two future sovereigns married
in 1469, despite strong protests from neighboring Portugal and France, both of which
foresaw the formidable European power the marriage would create. Castile was by far
the richer and more populous of the two, having an estimated 5 million inhabitants to
Aragon’s population of under 1 million. Castile was also distinguished by its lucrative
sheep-farming industry, run by a government-backed organization called the Mesta,
another example of developing centralized economic planning. Although the mar-
riage of Ferdinand and Isabella dynastically united the two kingdoms, they remained
constitutionally separated. Each retained its respective government agencies—separate
laws, armies, coinage, and taxation—and cultural traditions.

Ferdinand and Isabella could do together what neither was able to accomplish
alone: subdue their realms, secure their borders, venture abroad militarily, and
Christianize the whole of Spain. Between 1482 and 1492 they conquered the Moors
in Granada. Naples became a Spanish possession in 1504. By 1512, Ferdinand had
secured his northern borders by conquering the kingdom of Navarre. Internally, the
Spanish king and queen won the allegiance of the Hermandad, a powerful league of
cities and towns that served them against stubborn noble landowners. . ,

Spain had long been remarkable among European lands as a place where three
religions—Islam, Judaism, and Christianity—coexisted with a certain degree of tol-
eration. That toleration was to end dramatically under Ferdinand and Isabella, who
made Spain the prime exemplar of state-controlled religion.

Ferdinand and Isabella exercised almost total control over the Spanish church.
They appointed the higher clergy and the officers of the Inquisition. The latter, run
by Tomads de Torquemada (d. 1498), Isabella’s confessor, was a key national agency
established in 1479 to monitor the activity of converted Jews ( conversos) and Muslims
[Moriscos) in Spain. In 1492, the Jews were exiled and their properties.confiscated. In
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1502, nonconverting Moors in Granada were driven into exile by Cardinal Francisco
Jiménez de Cisneros (1437-1517), under whom Spanish spiritual life was successfully
conformed. This was a major reason why Spain remained a loyal Catholic country
‘throughout the sixteenth century and provided a secure base of operation for the
European Counter-Reformation.

Ferdinand and Isabella were rulers with wide horizons. They contracted anti-
French marriage alliances that came to determine a large part of European history
in the sixteenth century. In 1496, their eldest daughter, Joanna, later known as “the
Mad,” married Archduke Philip, the son of Emperor Maximilian I. The fruit of this
union, Charles I, was the first to rule over a united Spain; because of his inheritance
and election as emperor in 1519, his empire almost equaled in size that of Char-
lemagne. A second daughter, Catherine of Aragon, wed Arthur, the son of the English
king Henry VIL. After Arthur’s premature death, she was betrothed to his brother, the
future King Henry VIII {r. 1509-1547), whom she married eight years later, in 1509.
The failure of this marriage became the key factor in the emergence of the Anglican
church and the English Reformation. .

The new power of Spain was also revealed in Ferdinand and Isabella’s promotion
of overseas exploration. They sponsored the Genoese adventurer Christopher Colum-
bus (1451-1506), who arrived at the islands of the Caribbean while sailing west in
search of a shorter route to the spice markets of the Far East. This patronage led to
the creation of the Spanish Empire in Mexico and Peru, whose gold and silver mines
helped make Spain Europe’s dominant power in the sixteenth century.

England

The latter half of the fifteenth century was a period of especially difficult politi-
cal trial for the English. Following the Hundred Years’ War, civil warfare broke out
between two rival branches of the royal family: the House of York and the House of
Lancaster: The roots of the war lay in succession irregularities after the forced deposi-
tion of the erratic king Richard I (r. 1377-1399). This conflict, known to us today as
the Wars of the Roses [because York’s symbol, according to legend, was a white rose
and Lancaster’s a red rose), kept England in turmoil from 1455 to 1485.

The duke of York and his supporters in the prosperous southern towns chal-
lenged the Lancastrian monarchy of Henry VI {r. 1422-1461). In 1461, Edward IV
(r. 1461-1483), son of the duke of York, seized power and instituted a strong-arm rule
that lasted more than twenty years; it was only briefly interrupted, in 1470-1471,
by Henry VI’s short-lived restoration. Assisted by able ministers, Edward effectively
increased the power and finances of the monarchy.

His brother, Richard Il (r. 1483-1485), usurped the throne from Edward’s son, and
after Richard’s death, the new Tudor dynasty portrayed him as an unprincipled villain
who had also murdered Edward’s sons in the Tower of London to secure his hold on the
throne. Shakespeare’s Richard IIT is the best-known version of this characterization—
unjust according to some. Be that as it may, Richard’s reign saw the growth of support
for the exiled Lancastrian Henry Tudor, who returned to England to defeat Richard on
Bosworth Field in August 1485.

Henry Tudor ruled as Henry VII (r. 1485-1509), the first of the new Tudor dynasty.
that would dominate England throughout the sixteenth century. To bring the rival
royal families together and to make the hereditary claim of his offspring to the throne
uncontestable, Henry married Edward IV’s daughter, Elizabeth of York. He succeeded
in disciplining the English nobility through a special instrument of the royal will
known as the Court of Star Chamber. Created with the sanction of Parliament in
1487, the court was intended to end the perversion of English justice by “over-mighty
subjects,” that is, powerful nobles who used intimidation and bribery to win favor-
able verdicts in court cases. In the Court of Star Chamber, the king’s councilors sat
as judges, and such tactics did not sway them. The result was a more equitable court

system.
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Golden Bull The agreement in
1356 to establish a seven-member
electoral college of German
princes to choose the Holy Roman
Emperor.

How did the northern Renais-
sance affect culture in Germany,
England, France, and Spain?

It was also a court more amenable to the royal will. Henry shrewdly used Eng-
lish law to further the ends of the monarchy. He managed to confiscate lands and
fortunes of nobles with such success that he was able to govern without dependence
on Parliament for royal funds, always a cornerstone of a strong monarchy. In these
ways, Henry began to shape a monarchy that would develop into one of early modern
Europe’s most exemplary governments during the reign of his granddaughter, Eliza-
beth I (r. 1558-1603).

The Holy Roman Empire

Germany and Italy were the striking exceptions to the steady development of polit-
ically centralized lands in the last half of the fifteenth century. Unlike England,
France, and Spain, the Holy Roman Empire saw the many thoroughly repulse the one.
In Germany, territorial rulers and cities resisted every effort at national consolidation
and unity. As in Carolingian times, rulers continued to partition their kingdoms,
however small, among their sons. By the late fifteenth century, Germany was hope-
lessly divided into some three hundred autonomous political entities.

The princes and the cities did work together to create the machinery of law and
order, if not of union, within the divided empire. Emperor Charles IV (r. 1346-1378|
and the major German territorial rulers reached an agreement in 1356 known as
the Golden Bull. It established a seven-member electoral college consisting of the
archbishops of Mainz, Trier,.and Cologne; the duke of Saxony; the margrave of Bran-
denburg; the count Palatine; and the king of Bohemia. This group also functioned
as an administrative body. They elected the emperor and, in cooperation with him,
provided what transregional unity and administration existed.

' The figure of the emperor gave the empire a single ruler in law if not in fact. The
conditions of his rule and the extent of his powers over his subjects, especially the
seven electors, were renegotiated with every imperial election. Therefore, the rights
of the many (the princes) were always balanced against the power of the one (the
emperor).

In the fifteenth century, an effort was made to control incessant feuding by the
creation of an imperial diet known as the Reichstag. This was a national assembly of
the seven electors, the nonelectoral princes, and representatives from the sixty-five
imperial free cities. The cities were the weakest of the three bodies represented in the
diet. During such an assembly in Worms in 1495, the members won from Emperor
Maximilian I an imperial ban on private warfare, the creation of a Supreme Court of
Justice to enforce internal peace, and an imperial Council of Regency to coordinate
imperial and internal German policy. The emperor only grudgingly conceded the lat-
ter because it gave the princes a share in executive power.

These reforms were still a poor substitute for true national unity. In the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, the territorial princes became virtually sovereign rulers
in their various domains. Such disunity aided religious dissent and conflict. It was in
the cities and territories of still feudal, fractionalized, backward Germany that the
Protestant Reformation broke out in the sixteenth century.

v The Northern Renaissance

The scholarly works of northern humanists created a climate favorable to religious
and educational reforms on the eve of the Reformation. Northern humanism was
initially stimulated by the importation of Italian learning through such varied inter-
mediaries as students who had studied in Italy, merchants who traded there, and
the Brothers of the Common Life. This last was an influential lay religious move-
ment that began in the Netherlands and permitted men and women to live a shared
religious life without making formal vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.



The northern humanists, however, developed their own
distinctive culture. They tended to come from more diverse
social backgrounds and to be more devoted to religious
reforms than their Italian counterparts. They were also
more willing to write for lay audiences as well as for a nar-
row intelligentsia. Thanks to the invention of printing with
movable type, it became possible for humanists to convey
their educational ideals to laypeople and clerics alike. Print-
ing gave new power and influence to elites in both church
and state, who now could popularize their viewpoints freely
and widely.

The Printing Press

A variety of forces converged in the fourteenth and fif-
teenth centuries to give rise to the invention of the
printing press. Since the days of Charlemagne, kings and
princes had encouraged schools and literacy to help pro-
vide educated bureaucrats to staff the offices of their king-
doms. Without people who could read, think critically,
and write reliable reports, no kingdom, large or small,
could be properly governed. By the fifteenth century, a
new literate lay public had been created, thanks to the
enormous expansion of schools and universities during
the late Middle Ages.

The invention of a cheap way to manufacture paper also
helped make books economical as well as broaden their
content. Manuscript books had been inscribed on vellum, a
cumbersome and expensive medium (170 calfskins or 300
sheepskins were required to make a single vellum Bible).

Single-sheet woodcuts had long been printed. The process involved carving words
and pictures on a block of wood, inking it, and then stamping out as many copies
as possible before the wood deteriorated. The end product was much like a cheap

modern poster.

In response to the demand for books that the expansion of lay education and
literacy created, Johann Gutenberg (d. 1468) invented printing with movable type
in the mid-fifteenth ecentury in the German city of Mainz, the center of printing
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for the whole of Western Europe. Thereafter, books were rapidly and handsomely
produced on topics both profound and practical and were intended for ordinary
lay readers, scholars, and clerics alike. Especially popular in the early decades of
print were books of piety and religion, calendars and almanacs, and how-to books
{for example, on childrearing, making brandies and liquors, curing animals, and

farming).

The new technology proved enormously profitable to printers, whose numbers
exploded. By 1500, within just fifty years of Gutenberg’s press, printing presses oper-
ated in at least sixty German cities and in more than two hundred cities throughout
Europe. The printing press was a boon to the careers of humanists, who now gained

international audiences.

Literacy deeply affected people everywhere, nurturing self-esteem and a criti-
cal frame of mind. By standardizing texts, the print revolution made anyone who
could read an instant authority. Rulers in church and state now had to deal with
a less credulous and less docile laity. Print was also a powerful tool for political
and religious propaganda. Kings could now indoctrinate people as never before,
and clergymen found themselves able to mass-produce both indulgences and

pamphlets.
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Erasmus

The far-reaching influence of Desiderius
Erasmus (14662-1536), the most famous
northern humanist, illustrates the impact
of the printing press. Through his printed

works, Erasmus gained fame both as an
educational and as a religious reformer.
A lifelong Catholic, Erasmus, through his
life and work, made clear that many loyal
Catholics wanted major reforms in the

church long before the Reformation made

them a reality.

When patronage was scarce (authors
received no royalties and had to rely on pri-

The printing press made possible the diffusion of Renaissance learning, but no
book stimulated thought more at this time than did the Bible. With Gutenberg's
publication of a printed Bible in 1454, scholars gained access to a depend-
able, standardized text, so Scripture could be discussed and debated as never
before. Reproduced by permission of The Huntington Library, San Marino, California

vate patrons for,their livelihood), Erasmus
earned his living by tutoring well-to-do
youths. He prepared short Latin dialogues for
his students, intended to teach them how to
speak and live well, inculcating good man-
ners and language by internalizing what they
read. ‘

These dialogues were entitled Collo-
quies. In consecutive editions, they grew in
number and length, including anticlerical
dialogues and satires on religious dogma-
tism and superstition. Erasmus also collected
ancient and contemporary proverbs, which
appeared under the title Adages. Beginning with 800 examples, the final edition
included more than 5,000. Among the locutions the Adages popularized are such
common expressions as “Leave no stone unturned” and “Where there is smoke, there
is fire.”

Erasmus aspired to unite classical ideals of humanity and civic virtue with the
Christian ideals of love and piety. He believed disciplined study of the classics and
the Bible, if begun early enough, was the best way to reform individuals and society.
He summarized his own beliefs with the phrase philosophia Christi, a simple, ethical
piety in imitation of Christ. He set this ideal in stark contrast to what he believed
to be the dogmatic, ceremonial, and bullying religious practices of the later Middle
Ages. What most offended him about the Scholastics, both the old authorities of the
Middle Ages and the new Protestant ones, was their letting dogma and argument
ovetshadow Christian piety and practice.

Erasmus was a true idealist, who expected more from people than the age’s theo-
logians believed them capable of doing. To promote what he deemed to be the essence
of Christianity, he made ancient Christian sources available in their original versions,
believing that if people would only imbibe the pure sources of the faith, they would
recover the moral and religious health the New Testament promises. To this end,
Erasmus edited the works of the Church Fathers and produced a Greek edition of
the New Testament (1516), later adding a new Latin translation of the latter {1519).
Martin Luther used both of those works when he translated the New Testament into
German in 1522,

These various enterprises did not please the church authorities. They remained
unhappy with Erasmus’s “improvements” on the Vulgate, Christendom’s Bible for
over a thousand years, and his popular anticlerical writings. At one point in the mid-
sixteenth century, all of Erasmus’s works were on the church’s Index of Forbidden
Books. Luther also condemned Erasmus for his views on the freedom of human will.
Still, Erasmus’s works put sturdy tools of reform in the hands of both Protestant and
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Catholic reformers. Already in the 1520s, there was a popular saying: “Frasmus laid
the egg that Luther hatched.”

Humanism and Reform

In Germany, England, France, and Spain, humanism stirred both educational and
religious reform.

Germany Rudolf Agricola (1443-1485), the “father of German humanism,” spent
ten years in Italy and introduced Italian learning to Germany when he returned.
Conrad Celtis {d. 1508), the first German poet laureate, and Ulrich von Hutten (1488
1523), a fiery knight, gave German humanism a nationalist coloring hostile to non-
German cultures, particularly Roman culture. Von Hutten especially illustrates the
union of humanism, German nationalism, and Luther’s religious reform. A poet who
admired Erasmus, he attacked indulgences and published an edition of Valla’s exposé
of the Donation of Constantine. He died in 1523, the victim of a hopeless knights’
revolt against the princes.

The controversy that brought von Hutten onto the historical stage and unified
reform-minded German humanists was the Reuchlin affair. Johann Reuchlin {1455
'1522) was Europe’s foremost Christian authority on Hebrew and Jewish learning. He
wrote the first reliable Hebrew grammar by a Christian scholar and was attracted
to Jewish mysticism. Around 1506, supported by the Dominican order in Cologne,
a Christian who had converted from Judaism began a movement to suppress Jewish
writings. When this man, whose name was Pfefferkorn, attacked Reuchlin, many Ger-
man humanists, in the name of academic freedom and good scholarship—not for any
pro-Jewish sentiment—rushed to Reuchlin’s defense. The controversy lasted for years
and produced one of the great satires of the period, the Letters of Obscure Men (1515),
a merciless satire of monks and Scholastics to which von Hutten contributed. When
Martin Luther came under attack in 1517 for his famous ninety-five theses against
indulgences, many German humanists saw a repetition of the Scholastic attack on
Reuchlin and rushed to his side.

England Italian learning came to England by way of English scholars and merchants

and visiting Italian prelates. Lectures by William Grocyn (d. 1519) and Thomas Linacre

(d. 1524) at Oxford and those of Erasmus at Cambridge marked the scholarly matura-

tion of English humanism. John Colet {1467-1519), dean of Saint Paul’s Cathedral,

patronized humanist studies for the young and promoted religious reform.
Thomas More {1478-1535), a close friend of Erasmus, is the best-known English

humanist. His Utopia (1516), a conservative criticism of contemporary society, rivals

the plays of Shakespeare as the most read sixteenth-century English work. Utopia

depicted an imaginary society based on reason and tolerance that overcame social [I#HRead the Document

and political injustice by holding all property and goods in common and requiring “Utopia (1516)" on

everyone to earn theirbread by their own work. MyHistoryLab.com
More became one of Henry VIII's most trusted diplomats. His repudiation of the

Act of Supremacy (1534), which made the king of England head of the English church

in place of the pope (see Chapter 3), and his refusal to recognize the king’s marriage

to Anne Boleyn, however, led to his execution in July 1535. Although More remained

Catholic, humanism in England, as also in Germany, helped prepare the way for the

English Reformation.

France The French invasions of Italy made it possible for Italian learning to pen-
etrate France, stirring both educational and religious reform. Guillaume Budé (1468-
1540), an accomplished Greek scholar, and Jacques Lefévre d’Etaples (1454-1536), a
biblical authority, were the leaders of French humanism. Lefevre’s scholarly works
exemplified the new critical scholarship and influenced Martin Luther. Guillaume
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ERASMUS DESCRIBES THE PHILOSOPHY
OF CHRIST
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i' Although Erasmus called his ideal of how people should live the “philosophy of |
Christ,” he found it taught by classical authors as well. In this selection he comments |
on its main features, with obvious polemic against the philosophy of the Scholastics. '

How does the “philosophy of Christ” differ from eloquent debate? What kind of philoso-
phy is Erasmus preaching? If life is more than debate, inspiration more than erudition, .
is the religious transformation of life beyond intellectual comprehension? What is the |
good life beyond the present one according to Erasmus? Is he speaking mumbo-jumbo? |

This kind of philosophy [the philosophy of
Christ] is located more truly in the disposition
of the mind than in syllogisms. Here life means
more than debate, inspiration is preferable to erudi-
tion, transformation [of life] a more important mat-
ter than intellectual comprehension. Only a very
few can be learned, but all can be Christian, all can
be devout, and—I shall boldly add—all can be theo-
logians. Indeed, this philosophy easily penetrates
into the minds of all; it is an action in special accord
with human nature. What else is the philosophy of

very much which does not agree with it. There was
never so coarse a school of philosophy that taught
that money rendered a man happy. Nor has there
ever been one so shameless that fixed the chief good
in vulgar honors and pleasures. The Stoics under-
stood that no one was wise unless he was good. . . .
According to Plato, Socrates teaches . . . that a
wrong must not be repaid with a wrong, and also
that since the soul is immortal, those should not be
lamented who depart this life for a happier one with
the assurance of having led an upright life. ... And

Aristotle has written in the Politics that nothing
can be a delight to us . . . except virtue alone. . . . If
there are things that belong particularly to Christi-
anity in these ancient writers, let us follow them.

Christ, which he himself calls a rebirth, than the
restoration of human nature . . . ? Although no one
has taught this more perfectly . . . than Christ, nev-
ertheless one may find in the books of the pagans

From The Paraclesis in Christian Humanism and the Reformation: Desiderius Erasmus, ed. and trans. by John C. Olin (New York: Harper, 1965),
pp. 100-101.

Brigonnet (1470-1533), the bishop of Meaux, and Marguerite d’Angouléme (1492
1549), sister of King Francis I, the future queen of Navarre, and a successful spiritual
writer in her own right, cultivated a generation of young reform-minded humanists.
The future Protestant reformer John Calvin was a product of this native reform
circle. :

Spain Whereas in England, France, and Germany humanism prepared the way for
Protestant reforms, in Spain it entered the service of the Catholic Church. Here the
key figure was Francisco Jiménez de Cisneros (1437-1517), a confessor to Queen
Isabella and, after 1508, the “Grand Inquisitor”—a position that allowed him to
enforce the strictest religious orthodoxy. Jiménez founded the University of Alcald
near Madrid in 1509, printed a Greek edition of the New Testament, and translated
many religious tracts designed to reform clerical life and better direct lay piety. His
great achievement, taking fifteen years to complete, was the Complutensian Polyglot
Bible, a-six-volume work that placed the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin versions of the
Bible in parallel columns. Such scholarly projects and internal church reforms joined
with the repressive measures of Ferdinand and Isabella to keep Spain strictly Catholic
throughout the Age of Reformation.
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What were the motives for Euro-

v Voyages of Discovery and the New Empires !
pean voyages of discovery, and
in the West and East what were the consequences?

The discovery of the Americas dramatically expanded the horizons of Europeans, both
geographically and intellectually. Knowledge of the New World’s inhabitants and the
exploitation of its mineral and human wealth set new cultural and economic forces
in motion throughout Western Europe.

Beginning with the voyages of the Portuguese and Spanish in the fifteenth century,
commercial supremacy progressively shifted from the Mediterranean and Baltic seas
to the Atlantic seaboard, setting the stage for global expansion. (See Map 2-2, page 88.)

The Portuguese Chart the Course

Seventy-seven years before Columbus, who sailed under the flag of Spain, set foot
in the Americas, Prince Henry “the Navigator” (1394-1460), brother of the king
of Portugal, captured the North African Muslim city of Ceuta. His motives were
mercenary and religious, both a quest for gold and spices and the pious work of sav-
ing the souls of Muslims and pagans who had no knowledge of Christ. Thus began
the Portuguese exploration of the African coast, first in search of gold and slaves,
and then by century’s end, of a sea route around Africa to Asia’s spice markets.
Pepper and cloves topped the list of spices, as they both preserved and enhanced
the dull diet of most Europeans. Initially the catch of raiders, African slaves were
soon taken by Portuguese traders in direct commerce with tribal chiefs, who read-
ily swapped captives for horses, grain, and finished goods (cloth and brassware).
Over the second half of the fifteenth century, Portuguese ships delivered 150,000
slaves to Europe.

Before there was a sea route to the East, Europeans could only get spices through
the Venetians, who bought or bartered them from Muslim merchants in Egypt
and the Ottoman Empire. The Portuguese resolved to beat this powerful Venetian—
Muslim monopoly by sailing directly to the source. Overland routes to India and
China had long existed, but their transit had become too difficult and unprofitable
by the fifteenth century. The route by sea posed a different obstacle and risk: fear of
the unknown, making the first voyages of exploration slow and tentative. Venturing
down the African coast, the Portuguese ships were turned out into the deep ocean by
every protruding cape, and the farther out they sailed to round them, the greater the
sailors’ fear that the winds would not return them to land. Each cape rounded became
a victory and a lesson, giving the crews the skills they needed to cross the oceans to
the Americas and East Asia. ‘

In addition to spice markets, the voyagers also gained new allies against West-
ern Europe’s archenemies, the Muslims. In 1455, a self-interested pope granted the
Portuguese explorers-all the spoils of war—land, goods, and slaves—from the coast
of Guinea in West Africa to the Indies in East Asia. The church expected explora-
tion to lead to mass conversions, a Christian coup as well as a mercantile advantage.
The explorers also kept an eye out for a legendary Eastern Christian ruler known as
Prester John. -

Bartholomew Dias (ca. 1450-1500) pioneered the eastern Portuguese Empire after
safely rounding the Cape of Good Hope at the tip of Africa in 1487. A decade later, in
1498, Vasco da Gama (1469-1525) stood on the shores of India. When he returned to
Portugal, he carried a cargo of spices worth sixty times the cost of the voyage. Later,
the Portuguese established colonies in Goa and Calcutta on the coast of India, whence
they challenged the Arabs and the Venetians for control of the spice trade.

The Portuguese had concentrated their explorations on the Indian Ocean. The
Spanish turned west, believing they could find a shorter route to the East Indies by
sailing across the Atlantic. Instead, Christopher Columbus {1451-1506) discovered
the Americas.
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The Spanish Voyages of Columbus

Thirty-three days after departing the Canary Islands, on October 12, 1492, Colum-
bus landed in San Salvador (Watlings Island) in the eastern Bahamas. Thinking he
was in the East Indies, he mistook his first landfall as an outer island of Japan. The
error was understandable given the information he relied on, namely, Marco Polo’s
thirteenth-century account of his years in China and Martin Behaim’s spherical map
of the presumed world. That map showed only ocean and Cipangu (Japan) between the
west coast of Europe and the east coast of Asia. (See Martin Behaim’s map, below.)
Not until his third voyage to the Caribbean in 1498 did Columbus realize that Cuba
was not Japan and South America was not China.

Naked, friendly natives met Columbus and his crew on the beaches of the New
World. They were Taino Indians, who spoke a variant of a language known as Arawak.
Believing the island on which he landed to be the East Indies, Columbus called these
people Indians, a name that stuck with Europeans even after they realized he had
actually discovered a new continent. The natives’ generosity amazed Columbus, as :
they freely gave his men all the corn, yams, and sexual favors they desired. “They
never say no,” Columbus marveled. He also observed how easily the Spanish could
enslave them.

On the heels of Columbus, Amerigo Vespucci {1451-1512), after whom Amer-
ica is named, and Ferdinand Magellan {1480-1521) explored the coastline of South
America. Their travels proved that the new lands Columbus had discovered were an
entirely unknown continent that opened on the still greater Pacific Ocean. Magellan,
who was continuing the search for a westward route to the Indies, made it all the way
around South America and across the Pacific to the Philippines, where he was killed
in a skirmish with the inhabitants. The remnants of his squadron eventually sailed
on to Spain, making them the first sailors to circumnavigate the globe.

Intended and Unintended Consequences Columbus’s first voyage marked the
beginning of more than three centuries of a vast Spanish empire in the Americas.
What began as voyages of discovery became expeditions of conquest, not unlike the
warfare Christian Aragon and Castile waged against Islamic Moors. Those wars had
just ended in 1492, and their conclusion imbued the early Spanish explorers with a
zeal for conquering and converting '
non-Christian peoples.

Much to the benefit of Spain,
the voyages of discovery created
Europe’s largest and longest surviv-
ing trading bloc and spurred other
European countries to undertake
their own colonial ventures. The
wealth extracted from its Ameri-
can possessions financed Spain’s
commanding role in the religious
and political wars of the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, while
fueling a Europe-wide economic
expansion.

European expansion also had a
profound biological impact. Euro-
peans introduced numerous new
SPECICE 0? fruits, vegetal?les, and What Columbus knew of the world in 1492 was contained in a map by Nuremberg geogra-
animals into the Americas and pher Martin Behaim, creator of the first spherical globe of the earth. Departing the Canary
brought American species back to  |gjands, Columbus expected his first major landfall to be Japan. When he landed at San
Europe. European expansion also  Salvador, he thought he was on the outer island of Japan. Thus, when he arrived in Cuba, he
spread European diseases. Vast thought he was in Japan. © Mary Evans Picture Library/Alamy

Dis bethen Brdhagels masy bem Blobus Vehatmy.
(Bergl, bie Rarte Tobconelli’'s &, 80.)
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numbers of Native Americans died from measles and smallpox epidemics, while
Europeans died from a virulent form of syphilis that may have originated in the
Americas.

For the Native Americans, the voyages of discovery were the beginning of a long
history of conquest, disease, and slave labor they could neither evade nor survive, In
both South and North America, Spanish rule left a lasting imprint of Roman Catholi-
cism, economic dependency, and hierarchical social structure, all still visible today.

(See Chapter 10.)

The Spanish Empire in the New World

When the first Spanish explorers arrived, the Aztec Empire dominated Mesoamerica,
which stretches from Central Mexico to Guatemala, and the Inca Empire dominated
Andean South America. Both were rich, and their conquest promised the Spanish the
possibility of acquiring large quantities of gold.

The Aztecs in Mexico The forebears of the Aztecs had arrived in the Valley of
Mexico early in the twelfth century, where they lived as a subservient people. In
1428, however, they began a period of imperial expansion. By the time of Spanish con-
quest, the Aztecs ruled almost all of central Mexico from their capital Tenochtitlin
(modern-day Mexico City). The Aztecs demanded heavy tribute in goods and labor
from their subjects and, believing the gods must literally be fed with human blood to
guarantee sunshine and fertility, they also took thousands of captives each year for
human sacrifice. These policies bred resentment and fear among the subject peoples.

In 1519, Hernan Cortés (1485-1547) landed in Mexico with about five hundred
men and a few horses. He opened communication with Moctezuma I (1466-1520),
the Aztec emperor. Moctezuma may initially have believed Cortés to be the god
Quetzalcoatl, who, according to legend, had been driven away centuries earlier but
had promised to return. Whatever the reason, Moctezuma hesitated to confront Cot-
tés, attempting at first to appease him with gold, which only whetted Spanish appe-
tites. Cortés forged alliances with the Aztecs’ subject peoples, most importantly,
with Tlaxcala, an independent state and traditional enemy of the Aztecs. His forces
then marched on Tenochtitlin, where Moctezuma welcomed him. Cortés soon seized
Moctezuma, who died in unexplained circumstances. The Aztecs’ wary acceptance of
the Spaniards turned to open hostility. The Spaniards were driven from Tenochtitl4n
and were nearly wiped out, but they returned and laid siege to the city. The Aztecs,
under their last ruler, Cuauhtemoc (ca. 1495-1525), resisted fiercely but were finally
defeated in 1521. Cortés razed Tenochtitlan, building his own capital over its ruins,
and proclaimed the Aztec Empire to be New Spain.

The Incas in Peru The second great Native American civilization the Spanish
conquered was that of the Incas in the highlands of Peru. Like the Aztecs, the Incas
also began to expand rapidly in the fifteenth century and, by the time of the Spanish
conquest, controlled an enormous empire. Unlike the Aztecs, who extracted tribute
from their subject peoples, the Incas compelled their subjects to work for the state
on a regular basis.

In 1532, largely inspired by Cortés’s example in Mexico, Francisco Pizarro
(c. 1478-1541) landed on the western coast of South America with about two hun-
dred men to take on the Inca Empire. Pizarro lured Atahualpa (ca. 1500-1533), the
Inca ruler, into a conference and then seized him, killing hundreds of Atahualpa’s
followers in the process. The imprisoned Atahualpa tried to ransom himself with
a hoard of gold, but instead of releasing him, Pizarro executed him in 1533. The
Spaniards then captured Cuzco, the Inca capital, but Inca resistance did not end
until the 1570s.

The conquests of Mexico and Peru are among the most dramatic and brutal events
in modern history. Small military forces armed with advanced weapons subdued, in a




remarkably brief time, two powerful peoples.
The spread of European diseases, especially
smallpox, among the Native Americans also
aided the conquest. But beyond the drama
and bloodshed, these conquests, as well as
those of other Native American peoples,
marked a fundamental turning point. Whole
civilizations with long histories and enor-
mous social, architectural, and technological
achievements were destroyed. Native Ameri-
can cultures endured, accommodating them-
selves to European dominance, but there was
never any doubt about which culture had the
upper hand. In that sense, the Spanish con-
quests of the early sixteenth century marked
the beginning of the transformation of South
America into Latin America.

The Church in Spanish America

Roman Catholic priests had accompanied the
earliest explorers and the conquerors of the
Native Americans. Steeped with the social
and religious ideals of Christian humanism,
these first.clergy members believed they
could foster Erasmus’s concept of the “phi-
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Armored Spanish soldiers, under the command of Pedro de Alvarado (d. 1541)
and bearing crossbows, engage unprotected and crudely armed Aztecs, who are
nonetheless portrayed as larger than life by Spanish artist Diego Duran (sixteenth
centu ry). Codex Duran: Pedro de Alvarado (c. 1485-1541}, companion-at-arms of Hernando
Cortés (1485-1547) besieged by Aztec warriors (vellﬁm) by Diego Duran {16th century), Codex
Duran, Historia De Las Indias {16th century). Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid, Spain. The Bridgeman
Art Library International Ltd..

losophy of Christ” in the New World. They were filled with zeal not only to con-
vert the inhabitants to Christianity, but also to bring to them European learning and

civilization.

Tension, however, existed between the early Spanish conquerors and the men-
dicant friars who sought to minister to-the Native Americans. Without conquest;
the church could not convert the Native Americans, but the priests often deplored
the harsh conditions imposed on the native peoples. By far the most effective and
outspoken clerical critic of the Spanish conquerors was Bartolomé de Las Casas
{1474-1566), a Dominican. He contended that conquest was not necessary for con-
version. One result of his campaign was new royal regulations to protect the Indians

after 1550.

Another result of Las Casas’s criticism was the emergence of the “Black Legend,”
according to which all Spanish treatment of the Native Americans was unprincipled
and inhumane. Those who created this view of Spanish behavior drew heavily on Las
Casas’s writings. Although substantially true, the “Black Legend” exaggerated the
case against Spain. Certainly the rulers of the native empires—as the Aztec demands
for sacrificial victims attest—had often themselves been exceedingly cruel to their

subjects.

By the end of the sixteenth century, the church in Spanish America had become
largely an institution upholding the colonial status quo. Although individual priests
defended the communal rights of Indian peoples, the colonial church prospered as the
Spanish elite prospered by exploiting the resources and peoples of the New World.
The church became a great landowner through crown grants and bequests from Cath-
olics who died in the New World. The monasteries took on an economic as well as a
spiritual life of their own. Whatever its concern for the spiritual welfare of the Native
Americans, the church remained one of the indications that Spanish America was a
conquered world. Those who spoke for the church did not challenge Spanish domi-
nation or any but the most extreme modes of Spanish economic exploitation. By the
end of the colonial era in the late eighteenth century, the Roman Catholic Church
had become one of the most conservative forces in Latin America.
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conquistadores {kahn-KWIS-teh-
door-hez| Meaning “conquerors.”
The Spanish conquerors of the
New World.

<&~ Watch the Videc
“Video Lectures: The
Columbian Exchange” on

WA

hacienda (ha-SEE-hen-da) A large
landed estate in Spanish America.

encomienda (en-co-mee-EN-da)
The grant by the Spanish crown to
a colonist of the labor of a specific
number of Indians for a set period
of time.
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The Economy of Exploitation

From the beginning, both the Native Americans and their lands were drawn into the
Atlantic economy and the world of competitive European commercialism. For the
Indians of Latin America and, somewhat later, the black peoples of Africa, that drive
for gain meant forced labor. _

The colonial economy of Latin America had three major components: mining,
agriculture, and shipping. Each involved labor, servitude, and the intertwining of the
New World economy with that of Spain.

Mining The early conquistadores, or “conquerors,” were primarily interested in
gold, but by the mid-sixteenth century, silver mining provided the chief source of
metallic wealth. The great mining centers were Potos{ in Peru and somewhat smaller
sites in northern Mexico. The Spanish crown received one-fifth (the quinto) of all
mining revenues. For this reason, the crown maintained a monopoly over the produc-
tion and sale of mercury, required in the silver-smelting process. Exploring for silver
continued throughout the colonial era. Its production by forced labor for the benefit
of Spaniards and the Spanish crown epitomized the wholly extractive economy that
stood at the foundation of colonial life.

Agriculture The major rural and agricultural institution of the Spanish colonies
was the hacienda, a large landed estate owned by persons originally born in Spain
(peninsulares) or persons of Spanish descent born in America (creoles). Laborers on
the hacienda were usually subject in some legal way to the owner and were rarely
free to move from working for one landowner to another.

The hacienda economy produced two major products: foodstuffs for mining areas
and urban centers and leather goods used in mining machinery. Both farming and
ranching were subordinate to the mining economy.

In the West Indies, the basic agricultural unit was the plantation. In Cuba, His-
paniola, Puerto Rico, and other islands, the labor of black slaves from Africa produced
sugar to supply an almost insatiable demand for the product in Europe.

A final major area of economic activity in the Spanish colonies was urban service
occupations, including government offices, the legal profession, and shipping. Those
who worked in these occupations were either peninsulares or creoles, with the former
dominating more often than not.

Labor Servitude All of this extractive and exploitive economic activity required
labor, and the Spanish in the New World decided early that the native population
would supply it. A series of social devices was used to draw them into the new eco-
nomic life the Spanish imposed.

The first of these was the encomienda, a formal grant of the right to the labor
of a specific number of Indians, usually a few hundred, but sometimes thousands,
for a particular period of time. The encomienda was in decline by the mid-sixteenth
century because the Spanish monarchs feared its holders might become too power-
ful. There were also humanitarian objections to this particular kind of exploitation
of the Indians.

The passing of the encomienda led to a new arrangement of labor servitude: the
repartimiento. This device required adult male Indians to devote a certain number
of days of labor annually to Spanish economic enterprises. In the mines of Peru,
the repartimiento was known as the mita, the Inca term for their labor tax. Repar-
timiento service was often harsh, and some Indians did not survive their stint. The
limitation on labor time led some Spanish managers to abuse their workers on the
assumption that fresh workers would soon replace them.

The eventual shortage of workers and the crown'’s pressure against extreme ver-
sions of forced labor led to the use of free labor. The freedom, however, was more in
appearance than reality. Free Indian laborers were required to purchase goods from
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the landowner or mine owner, to whom they became forever indebted. This form
of exploitation, known as debt peonage, continued in Latin America long after the
nineteenth-century wars of liberation.

Black slavery was the final mode of forced or subservient labor in the New World.
Both the Spanish and the Portuguese had earlier used African slaves in Europe. The
sugar plantations of the West Indies and Brazil now became the major center of black
slavery, .

The conquest, the forced labor of the economy of exploitation, and the introdue-
tion of European diseases had devastating demographic consequences for the Native
Americans. For centuries, Europeans had lived in a far more complex human and
animal environment than Native Americans did. They had frequent contact with
different ethnic and racial groups and with a variety of domestic animals. Such inter-
action helped them develop strong immune systems that enabled them to survive
measles, smallpox, and typhoid. Native Americans, by contrast, grew up in a simpler
and more sterile environment and were defenseless against these diseases. Within a
generation, the native population of New Spain (Mexico) was reduced to an estimated s
8 percent of its numbers, from 25 million to 2 million.

The Impact on Europe

Among contemporary European intellectuals, Columbus’s discovery increased skepti-
cism about the wisdom of the ancients. If traditional knowledge about the world had
been so wrong geographically, how trustworthy was it on other matters? For many,
Columbus’s discovery demonstrated the folly of relying on any fixed body of pre-
sumed authoritative knowledge. Both in Europe and in the New World, there were
those who condemned the explorers’ treatment of American natives, as more was
learned about their cruelty. Three centuries later, however, on the third centenary of
Columbus’s discovery (1792), the great thinkers of the age lionized Columbus for
having opened up new possibilities for civilization and morality. By establishing new
commercial contacts among different peoples of the world, Columbus was said to
have made cooperation, civility, and peace among them indispensable. Enlightenment
thinkers drew parallels between the discovery of America and the invention of the
printing press—both portrayed as world historical events opening new eras in com-
munication and globalization, an early multicultural experiment.*

On the material side, the influx of spices and precious metals into Europe from
the new Portuguese and Spanish Empires was a mixed blessing. It contributed to a
steady rise in prices during the sixteenth century that created an inflation rate esti-
mated at 2 percent a year. The new supply of bullion from the Americas joined with
enlarged European production to increase greatly the amount of coinage in circula-
tion, and this increase, in turn, fed inflation. Fortunately, the increase in prices was
by and large spread over a long period and was not sudden. Prices doubled in Spain by
1550, quadrupled by 1600. In Luther’s Wittenberg in Germany, the cost of basic food
and clothing increased almost 100 percent between 1519 and 1540. Generally, wages
and rents remained well behind the rise in prices.

The new wealth enabled governments and private entrepreneurs to sponsor basic
research and expansion in the printing, shipping, mining, textile, and weapons indus-
tries. There is also evidence of large-scale government planning in such ventures as
the French silk industry and the Habsburg-Fugger development of mines in Austria
and Hungary.

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, capitalist institutions and practices
had already begun to develop in the rich Italian cities {for example, the Florentine

“Cf. Anthony Pagden, “The Impact of the New World on the Old: The History of an Idea,” Renaissance and
Modern Studies 30 {1986): pp. 1-11.



Q4 Part1 ®m EUROPE IN TRANSITION, 1300-1750

4

banking houses of Bardi and Peruzzi). Those who owned the means of production,
either privately or corporately, were clearly distinguished from the workers who oper-
ated them. Wherever possible, entrepreneurs created monopolies in basic goods. High
interest was charged on loans—actual, if not legal, usury. The “capitalist” virtues of
thrift, industry, and orderly planning were everywhere in evidence—all intended to
permit the free and efficient accumulation of wealth.

The late fifteenth and the sixteenth centuries saw the maturation of this type of
capitalism together with its attendant social problems. The Medicis of Florence grew
rich as bankers of the pope, as did the Fuggers of Augsburg, who bankrolled Habsburg
rulers. The Fuggers lent Charles I of Spain more than 500,000 florins to buy his elec-
tion as the Holy Roman Emperor in 1519 and boasted they had created the emperor.
The new wealth and industrial expansion also raised the expectations of the poor and
the ambitious and heightened the reactionary tendencies of the wealthy. This effect,
In turn, aggravated the traditional social divisions between the clergy and the laity,
the urban patriciate and the guilds, and the landed nobility and the agrarian peasantry.

These divisions indirectly prepared the way for the Reformation as well, by
making many people critical of traditional institutions and open to new ideas—
especially those that seemed to promise greater freedom and a ‘chance at a better life.

In Perspective

As it recovered from national wars during the late Middle Ages, Europe saw the
establishment of permanent centralized states and regional governments. The foun-
dations of modern France, Spain, England, Germany, and Italy were laid at this time.
As rulers imposed their will on regions outside their immediate domains, the “one”
progressively took control of the “many,” and previously divided lands came together
as nations. ]

Thanks to the work of Byzantine and Islamic scholars, ancient Greek science and
scholarship found its way into the West in these centuries. Europeans had been sepa-
rated from their classical cultural heritage for almost eight centuries. No other world
civilization had experienced such a disjunction from its cultural past. The discovery
of classical civilization occasioned a rebirth of intellectual and artistic activity in both
southern and northern Europe. One result was the splendor of the Italian Renaissance,
whose scholarship, painting, and sculpture remain among Western Europe’s most
impressive achievements. .

Ancient learning was not the only discovery of the era. New political unity
spurred both royal greed and national ambition. By the late fifteenth century, Euro-
peans were in a position to venture far away to the shores of Africa, the southern and
eastern coasts of Asia, and the New World of the Americas. European discovery was
not the only outcome of these voyages: The exploitation of the peoples and lands of
the New World revealed a dark side of Western civilization. Some penalties were paid
even then. The influx of New World gold and silver created new human and economic
problems on the European mainland. Some Europeans even began to question their
civilization’s traditional values.
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