
GRADES 9-12

Four for the Road by K.J. Reilly

From the publisher: "Asher Hunting wants revenge.

Specifically, he wants revenge on the drunk driver who killed his mom and got off on a technicality. No
one seems to think this is healthy, though, which is how he ends up in a bereavement group (well,
bereavement groups. He goes to several.) It’s there he makes some unexpected friends: There’s Sloane,
who lost her dad to cancer; Will, who lost his little brother to a different kind of cancer; and eighty-year-
old Henry, who was married to his wife for fifty years until she decided to die on her own terms. And it’s
these three who Asher invites on a road trip from New Jersey to Graceland. Asher doesn’t tell them that
he’s planning to steal his dad’s car, or the real reason that he wants to go to Tennessee (spoiler alert: it’s
revenge)—but then again, the others don’t share their reasons for going, either.

Complete with unexpected revelations, lots of chicken Caesar salads at roadside restaurants, a stolen
motorcycle, and an epic kiss at a rest stop minimart, what begins as the road trip to revenge might just
turn into a path towards forgiveness.”

From the publisher: "National Book Award winner Neal Shusterman and acclaimed illustrator Andrés Vera
Martínez present a graphic novel exploring the Holocaust through surreal visions and a textured canvas of
heroism and hope.

Courage to Dream plunges readers into the Holocaust - one of the greatest atrocities in human history - delving
into the core of what it means to face the extinction of everything and everyone you hold dear.

This gripping, multifaceted tapestry is woven from Jewish folklore and cultural history. Five interlocking
narratives explore one common story - the tradition of resistance and uplift. Neal Shusterman and Andrés Vera
Martínez are internationally renowned creators who have collaborated on a masterwork that encourages the
compassionate, bold reaching for a dream.“

Fiction: realistic     Interest Level: High school/young adult interest

Courage to Dream: Tales of Hope in the Holocaust
by Andres Vera Martinez

All high school students are encouraged to read over the summer. Below you will find a list of recommended books to choose from. These
selections span a diverse and inclusive range of genres, reading levels, maturity levels, and cultural areas for high school students in grades 9-
12, ages fourteen to eighteen and postgraduates. In order to engage the interest of teen readers, appeal to a diverse range of backgrounds,
and stimulate critical thinking, the book selections may include those that involve sensitive issues or characters navigating mature situations.
We encourage parents to take an active role in helping students to choose the books that are the best fit for them and their families.
Common Sense Media: Age Based Media Reviews for Families (comonsensemedia.org) is an excellent resource to assist parents in identifying
any potentially sensitive areas within books, movies, and other media. 
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Graphic nonfiction    Interest Level: High school/young adult interest
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Rez Ball by Byron Graves
Fiction: sports   Interest level: High school, young adult
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From the publisher: "This compelling debut novel by new talent Byron Graves tells the relatable, high-
stakes story of a young athlete determined to play like the hero his Ojibwe community needs him to be.

These days, Tre Brun is happiest when he is playing basketball on the Red Lake Reservation high school team—
even though he can’t help but be constantly gut-punched with memories of his big brother, Jaxon, who died in
an accident.

When Jaxon's former teammates on the varsity team offer to take Tre under their wing, he sees this as his shot
to represent his Ojibwe rez all the way to their first state championship. This is the first step toward his dream of
playing in the NBA, no matter how much the odds are stacked against him.
But stepping into his brother’s shoes as a star player means that Tre can’t mess up. Not on the court, not at
school, and not with his new friend, gamer Khiana, who he is definitely not falling in love with.
After decades of rez teams almost making it, Tre needs to take his team to state. Because if he can live up to
Jaxon's dreams, their story isn’t over yet. 
This book is published by Heartdrum, an imprint that publishes high-quality, contemporary stories about
Indigenous young people in the United States and Canada.”

The Drowned Woods by Emily Lloyd-Jones
Fiction: fantasy     Interest Level: High school/young adult interest

From the publisher: "In this magical, ethereal fantasy novel from the bestselling author of The Bone
Houses a crew led by a magic welding woman fight to take down the overpowered prince that used
and abused them.​
 
Once upon a time, the kingdoms of Wales were rife with magic and conflict, and eighteen-year-old
Mererid “Mer” is well-acquainted with both. She is the last living water diviner and has spent years running
from the prince who bound her into his service. Under the prince’s orders, she located the wells of his
enemies, and he poisoned them without her knowledge, causing hundreds of deaths. After discovering
what he had done, Mer went to great lengths to disappear from his reach. Then Mer’s old handler returns
with a proposition: use her powers to bring down the very prince that abused them both.
 
The best way to do that is to destroy the magical well that keeps the prince’s lands safe. With a motley
crew of allies, including a fae-cursed young man, the lady of thieves, and a corgi that may or may not be a
spy, Mer may finally be able to steal precious freedom and peace for herself. After all, a person with a
knife is one thing…but a person with a cause can topple kingdoms.

The Drowned Woods—set in the same world as The Bone Houses but with a whole new, unforgettable
cast of characters—is part heist novel, part dark fairy tale.”

We Deserve Monuments by Jas Hammonds
Realistic fiction    Interest level: High school, young adult

From the publisher: "Family secrets, a swoon-worthy romance, and a slow-burn mystery collide in We Deserve
Monuments, a YA debut from Jas Hammonds that explores how racial violence can ripple down through
generations.

What’s more important: Knowing the truth or keeping the peace?

Seventeen-year-old Avery Anderson is convinced her senior year is ruined when she's uprooted from her life in DC and
forced into the hostile home of her terminally ill grandmother, Mama Letty. The tension between Avery’s mom and
Mama Letty makes for a frosty arrival and unearths past drama they refuse to talk about. Every time Avery tries to look
deeper, she’s turned away, leaving her desperate to learn the secrets that split her family in two.

While tempers flare in her avoidant family, Avery finds friendship in unexpected places: in Simone Cole, her captivating
next-door neighbor, and Jade Oliver, daughter of the town’s most prominent family—whose mother’s murder remains
unsolved.

As the three girls grow closer—Avery and Simone’s friendship blossoming into romance—the sharp-edged opinions of
their small southern town begin to hint at something insidious underneath. The racist history of Bardell, Georgia is
rooted in Avery’s family in ways she can’t even imagine. With Mama Letty's health dwindling every day, Avery must
decide if digging for the truth is worth toppling the delicate relationships she's built in Bardell—or if some things are
better left buried.”



Fiction: dystopian, science fiction    Interest Level: High school/young adult

Accountable: The True Story of the Racist Social
Media Account and the Teenagers Whose Lives It
Changed by Dashka Slater

Chaos Theory by Nic Stone

From the publisher: "The #1 New York Times bestselling author of Dear Martin delivers a gripping
romance about two teens: a certified genius living with a diagnosed mental disorder and a politician's son
who is running from his own addiction and grief. Don't miss this gut punch of a novel about mental health,
loss, and discovering you are worthy of love.

Scars exist to remind us of what we’ve survived.
 
When Shelbi sees Andy at his lowest, she can relate. So she doesn’t resist reaching out. And there’s no doubt
their connection has them both seeing stars . . . but the closer they get, the more the past threatens to pull
their universes apart.
 
#1 New York Times bestselling author Nic Stone delivers a tour de force about living with grief, prioritizing
mental health, and finding love amid the chaos.”

From the publisher: "YALSA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN NONFICTION WINNER.  From the New York
Times-bestselling author of The 57 Bus comes Accountable, a propulsive and thought-provoking true story
about the revelation of a racist social media account that changes everything for a group of high school
students and begs the question: What does it mean to be held accountable for harm that takes place
behind a screen?

“Powerful, timely, and delicately written.” —Ibram X. Kendi, #1 New York Times–bestselling and National Book
Award-winning author

When a high school student started a private Instagram account that used racist and sexist memes to make his
friends laugh, he thought of it as “edgy” humor. Over time, the edge got sharper. Then a few other kids found
out about the account. Pretty soon, everyone knew.

Ultimately no one in the small town of Albany, California, was safe from the repercussions of the account’s
discovery. Not the girls targeted by the posts. Not the boy who created the account. Not the group of kids who
followed it. Not the adults—educators and parents—whose attempts to fix things too often made them worse.

In the end, no one was laughing. And everyone was left asking: Where does accountability end for online
speech that harms? And what does accountability even mean?

Award-winning and New York Times–bestselling author Dashka Slater has written a must-read book for our era
that explores the real-world consequences of online choices.”

Nonfiction     Interest leve﻿l: High school, young adult

Fiction: romance/love stories    Interest Level: High school/young adult
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Star Splitter by Matthew Kirby
Fiction: Science Fiction    Interest level: High school/young adult interest

From the publisher: "Survival and self-determination collide in this haunting, pulse-pounding science fiction
novel from Edgar Award–winning author Matthew J. Kirby that spans both space and time.

2199. Deep-space exploration is a reality and teleportation is routine. But this time something has gone very,
very wrong. Seventeen-year-old Jessica Mathers wakes up in a lander that’s crashed onto the surface of Carver
1061c, a desolate, post-extinction planet fourteen light-years from Earth. The planet she was supposed to be
viewing from a ship orbiting far above.

The corridors of the empty lander are covered in bloody hand prints; the machines are silent and dark. And
outside, in the alien dirt, there are fresh graves carefully marked with names she doesn’t recognize. Now Jessica
must unravel the mystery of the destruction all around her—and the questionable intentions of a familiar
stranger.”

2024
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NOMINEE



The Do-Over by Lynn Painter
Fiction: romance/love stories   Interest level: high school/young adult

From the publisher: "In this “unequivocally hilarious and delightful” (Kirkus Reviews) young adult romp for
fans of Recommended for You and A Cuban Girl’s Guide to Tea and Tomorrow, a teen girl has the worst
Valentine’s Day ever—only to relive it over and over again.

After living through a dumpster fire of a Valentine’s Day, Emilie Hornby escapes to her grandmother’s house for
some comfort and a consolation pint of Ben & Jerry’s. She passes out on the couch, but when she wakes up,
she’s back home in her own bed—and it’s Valentine’s Day all over again. And the next day? Another horrendous
V-Day.

Emilie is stuck in some sort of time loop nightmare that she can’t wake up from as she re-watches her boyfriend,
Josh, cheat on her day after day. In addition to Josh’s recurring infidelity, Emilie can’t get away from the
enigmatic Nick, who she keeps running into—sometimes literally—in unfortunate ways.

How many times can one girl passively watch her life go up in flames? And when something good starts to come
out of these terrible days, what happens when the universe stops doling out do-overs?”

Saints of the House Hold by Ari Tison
Fiction: realistic    Interest level: high school/young adult

From the publisher: "Winner of the Pura Belpré Award and Walter Dean Myers Award for Young Adult
Literature!

Saints of the Household is a haunting contemporary YA about an act of violence in a small-town--beautifully
told by a debut Indigenous Costa Rican-American writer--that will take your breath away.

Max and Jay have always depended on one another for their survival. Growing up with a physically abusive
father, the two Bribri American brothers have learned that the only way to protect themselves and their mother
is to stick to a schedule and keep their heads down.

But when they hear a classmate in trouble in the woods, instinct takes over and they intervene, breaking up a
fight and beating their high school's star soccer player to a pulp. This act of violence threatens the brothers'
dreams for the future and their beliefs about who they are. As the true details of that fateful afternoon unfold
over the course of the novel, Max and Jay grapple with the weight of their actions, their shifting relationship as
brothers, and the realization that they may be more like their father than they thought. They'll have to reach
back to their Bribri roots to find their way forward.

Told in alternating points of view using vignettes and poems, debut author Ari Tison crafts an emotional, slow-
burning drama about brotherhood, abuse, recovery, and doing the right thing.”

Walls by L.M. Elliott
Fiction: historical    Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "This powerful Cold War novel tells the story of two cousins, one German and the other an
American Army brat, as they navigate the political and social turmoil that threatens their friendship and ends in
the abrupt rise of the Berlin Wall–which may separate them forever.

Drew is an army brat in West Berlin, where soldiers like his dad hold an outpost of democracy against communist
Russia. Drew’s cousin Matthias, an East Berliner, has grown up in the wreckage of Allied war bombing, on streets
ruled by the secret police.

From enemy sides of this Cold War standoff, the boys become wary friends, arguing over the space race, politics,
even civil rights, but bonding over music. If informants catch Matthias with rock ’n’ roll records or books Drew has
given him, he could be sent to a work camp. If Drew gets too close to an East Berliner, others on the army post may
question his family’s loyalty. As the political conflict around them grows dire, Drew and Matthias are tested in ways
that will change their lives forever.

Set in the tumultuous year leading up to the surprise overnight raising of the Berlin Wall in August 1961, and
illustrated with dozens of real-life photographs of the time, Walls brings to vivid life a heroic and tragic episode of
the Cold War.”
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The Name She Gave Me by Betty Culley
Novel in verse: realistic   Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "A heartbreakingly beautiful novel in verse about adoption, family, friendship, and
love in all its many forms, perfect for fans of Robin Benway and Jandy Nelson, from the acclaimed author
of Three Things I Know Are True.

Rynn was born with a hole in her heart—literally. Although it was fixed long ago, she still feels an emptiness
there when she wonders about her birth family.
As her relationship with her adoptive mother fractures, Rynn finally decides she needs to know more about
the rest of her family. Her search starts with a name, the only thing she has from her birth mother, and she
quickly learns that she has a younger sister living in foster care in a nearby town. But if Rynn reconnects with
her biological sister, it may drive her adoptive family apart for good.
This powerful story uncovers both beautiful and heartbreaking truths and explores how challenging, yet
healing, family can be.”

Warrior Girl Unearthed by Angeline Bouley
Fiction: realistic, mystery/suspense   Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "#1 New York Times bestselling author of Firekeeper's Daughter Angeline Boulley
takes us back to Sugar Island in this high-stakes thriller about the power of discovering your stolen
history.

Perry Firekeeper-Birch has always known who she is - the laidback twin, the troublemaker, the best fisher on
Sugar Island. Her aspirations won't ever take her far from home, and she wouldn't have it any other way. But as
the rising number of missing Indigenous women starts circling closer to home, as her family becomes embroiled
in a high-profile murder investigation, and as greedy grave robbers seek to profit off of what belongs to her
Anishinaabe tribe, Perry begins to question everything.

In order to reclaim this inheritance for her people, Perry has no choice but to take matters into her own hands.
She can only count on her friends and allies, including her overachieving twin and a charming new boy in town
with unwavering morals. Old rivalries, sister secrets, and botched heists cannot - will not - stop her from
uncovering the mystery before the ancestors and missing women are lost forever.

Sometimes, the truth shouldn't stay buried.”

FLORIDA
TEENS READ
AWARD
NOMINEE 
2024-2025

BOSTON
GLOBE-
HORN
BOOK
AWARD
WINNER

Moonwalking with Einstein by Joshua Foer
Narrative nonfiction   Interest Level: high school/young adult

From the publisher: "The blockbuster phenomenon that charts an amazing journey of the mind while
revolutionizing our concept of memory

“Highly entertaining.” —Adam Gopnik, The New Yorker

“Funny, curious, erudite, and full of useful details about ancient techniques of training memory.” —The Boston
Globe

An instant bestseller that has now become a classic, Moonwalking with Einstein recounts Joshua Foer's yearlong
quest to improve his memory under the tutelage of top "mental athletes." He draws on cutting-edge research, a
surprising cultural history of remembering, and venerable tricks of the mentalist's trade to transform our
understanding of human memory. From the United States Memory Championship to deep within the author's
own mind, this is an electrifying work of journalism that reminds us that, in every way that matters, we are the
sum of our memories.”

The Collectors: Stories, edited by A.S. King
Fiction: short stories    Interest level: High school, young adult interest

WINNER OF
THE 2024
MICHAEL L.
PRINTZ
AWARD

From the publisher: "From Michael L. Printz Award winner A.S. King and an all-star team of contributors
including Anna-Marie McLemore and Jason Reynolds, an anthology of stories about remarkable people and their
strange and surprising collections. 

From David Levithan’s story about a non-binary kid collecting pieces of other people’s collections to Jenny
Torres Sanchez's tale of a girl gathering types of fire while trying not to get burned to G. Neri's piece about
1970's skaters seeking opportunities to go vertical—anything can be collected and in the hands of these award-
winning and bestselling authors, any collection can tell a story. Nine of the best YA novelists working today have
written fiction based on a prompt from Printz-winner A.S. King (who also contributes a story) and the result is
itself an extraordinary collection.” 



Fiction: realistic  Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "Compelling and timely, award-winning author Elizabeth Rusch’s The Twenty-One tells
the gripping inside story of the ongoing landmark federal climate change lawsuit, Juliana vs. United States
of America. The Twenty-One is for readers of Christina Soontornvat’s All Thirteen, fans of Steve Sheinkin’s
books, and anyone interested in the environment and climate change, as well as youth activism, politics and
government, and the law.

From severe flooding in Louisiana to wildfires in the Pacific Northwest to melting permafrost in Alaska,
catastrophic climate events are occurring more frequently—and severely—than ever. And these events are
having a direct impact on the lives (and futures) of young people and their families.

In the ongoing landmark case Juliana vs. United States, twenty-one young plaintiffs claim that the government’s
support of the fossil-fuel industry is actively contributing to climate change, and that all citizens have a
constitutional right to a stable climate—especially children and young adults, because they cannot vote and will
inherit the problems of the future.

Elizabeth Rusch’s The Twenty-One is a gripping legal and environmental thriller that tells the story of twenty-one
young people and their ongoing case against the U.S. government for denying their constitutional right to life
and liberty. A rich, informative, and multifaceted read, The Twenty-One stars the young plaintiffs and their
attorneys; illuminates the workings of the United States’s judicial system and the relationship between
government, citizens’ rights, and the environment; and asks readers to think deeply about the future of our
planet.”

Narrative nonfiction   Interest Level: High school/young adult    

Breathe and Count Back from Ten by Natalia
Sylvester

From the publisher: "A Pura Belpré Honor Book * A Schneider Family Book Award Honor Book for Teens

In this gorgeously written and authentic novel, Verónica, a Peruvian-American teen with hip dysplasia, auditions
to become a mermaid at a Central Florida theme park in the summer before her senior year, all while figuring
out her first real boyfriend and how to feel safe in her own body.

Verónica has had many surgeries to manage her disability. The best form of rehabilitation is swimming, so she
spends hours in the pool, but not just to strengthen her body.

Her Florida town is home to Mermaid Cove, a kitschy underwater attraction where professional mermaids
perform in giant tanks . . . and Verónica wants to audition. But her conservative Peruvian parents would never go
for it. And they definitely would never let her be with Alex, her cute new neighbor.

She decides it’s time to seize control of her life, but her plans come crashing down when she learns her parents
have been hiding the truth from her—the truth about her own body.”

The 21 : the True Story of the Youth Who Sued the
U.S. Government Over Climate Change by Elizabeth
Rusch
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A Wilderness of Stars by Shea Ernshaw
Fiction: Science fiction     High School/young adult interest 

From the publisher: "In this “slow-burning, atmospheric romance” (Publishers Weekly) from the #1 New York
Times bestselling author of Long Live the Pumpkin Queen, an illness cursing the land forces a teen girl
astronomer to venture across the wilderness in search of the stars’ message that will, hopefully, save them all.

When all is lost, look to the stars.

Vega has lived in the valley her whole life—forbidden by her mother to leave the safety of its borders because of the
unknown threats waiting for her in the wilds beyond. But when Vega sees an omen in the sky—one she cannot ignore
—she is forced to leave the protective boundaries of the valley for the first time. Yet the outside world is much more
terrifying than Vega could have ever imagined. People are gravely sick—they lose their eyesight and their hearing,
just before they lose their lives.

But Vega has a secret: she is the Last Astronomer—a title carried from generation to generation—and she is the only 



Remember Me Gone by Stacy Stokes
Fiction: fantasy     Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "Lucy Miller’s family has the unique ability to remove people’s painful
memories—but Lucy isn’t prepared for truths she will uncover in this twisty speculative thriller,
perfect for fans of Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind and Neal Shusterman.

People come from everywhere to forget. At the Memory House, in Tumble Tree, Texas, Lucy’s father can
literally erase folks’ heartache and tragic memories. Lucy can’t wait to learn the family trade and help alleviate
others’ pain, and now, at sixteen, she finally can. But everything is not as it seems.
 
When Lucy practices memory-taking on her dad, his memory won’t come loose, and in the bit that Lucy sees,
there’s a flash of Mama on the day she died, tinged red with guilt. Then Lucy wakes up the next morning with a
bruised knee, a pocketful of desert sand, and no memory of what happened. She has no choice but to listen
to Marco Warman—a local boy she’s always wondered about, who seems to know more than he should.
 
As Lucy and Marco realize there are gaps in their own memories, they team up to fill in the missing pieces—to
figure out what’s really going on in their town, and to uncover their own stolen history along the way. But as
the mysteries pile up one thing becomes certain: There are some secrets people will do anything to keep.”

Just a Hat by S Khubiar
Fiction: Historical          Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "Action-packed, humorous, and bittersweet, this 1970s-era coming-of-age novel is
more relevant than ever—exploring how a second-generation immigrant kid in a new hometown
must navigate bullying, unexpected friendships, and the struggle of keeping both feet firmly planted
in two very different cultures.

It’s 1979, and thirteen-year-old Joseph Nissan can’t help but notice that small-town Texas has something in
common with Revolution-era Iran: an absence of fellow Jews. And in such a small town it seems obvious that a
brown kid like him was bound to make friends with Latinos—which is a plus, since his new buds, the Ybarra twins,
have his back. But when the Iran hostage crisis, two neighborhood bullies, and the local reverend’s beautiful
daughter put him in all sorts of danger, Joseph must find new ways to cope at home and at school.

As he struggles to trust others and stay true to himself, a fiercely guarded family secret keeps his father at a
distance, and even his piano teacher, Miss Eleanor—who is like a grandmother to him—can’t always protect him.
But Joseph is not alone, and with a little help from his friends, he finds the courage to confront his fears and
discovers he can inspire others to find their courage, too.

Just a Hat is an authentically one-of-a-kind YA debut that fuses the humor of Firoozeh Dumas’s Funny in Farsi with
the poignancy of Daniel Nayeri’s Everything Sad Is Untrue.”

Promise Boys by Nick Brooks
Fiction: mystery/suspense               Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "Promise Boys is a blockbuster, dark academia mystery about three teens of
color who must investigate their principal’s murder to clear their own names. This page-turning
thriller is perfect for fans of Karen McManus, Jason Reynolds, Angie Thomas, and Holly Jackson.

"Thrilling, captivating, and blade-sharp." —Karen M. McManus, #1 New York Times bestselling author of One of
Us Is Lying

The prestigious Urban Promise Prep school might look pristine on the outside, but deadly secrets lurk within.

FLORIDA
TEENS READ
AWARD
NOMINEE 
2024-2025

 one who understands the knowledge of the stars. Knowledge that could hold the key to a cure. So when locals spot
the tattoo on Vega’s neck in the shape of a constellation—the mark of an astronomer—chaos erupts. Fearing for her
life, Vega is rescued by a girl named Cricket who leads her to Noah, a boy marked by his own mysterious tattoos.

On the run from the men hunting her, Vega sets out across the plains with Cricket and Noah, in search of a fabled
cure kept secret by the astronomers. But as the line between friends and protectors begins to blur, Vega must decide
whether to safeguard the sacred knowledge of the astronomers…or if she will risk everything to try to save them all.”
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Fiction: romance, historical          Interest Level: High school/young adult    
FLORIDA
TEENS
READ 
2022-2023

From the publisher: "Thirteen of YA’s most celebrated names reimagine Edgar Allan Poe’s most
surprising, unsettling, and popular tales for a new generation.

Edgar Allan Poe may be a hundred and fifty years beyond this world, but the themes of his beloved works have
much in common with modern young adult fiction. Whether the stories are familiar to readers or discovered for
the first time, readers will revel in both Edgar Allan Poe's classic tales, and in the 13 unique and unforgettable
ways that they've been brought to life.

Contributors include Dahlia Adler (reimagining “Ligeia”), Kendare Blake (“Metzengerstein”), Rin Chupeco (“The
Murders in the Rue Morgue”), Lamar Giles (“The Oval Portrait”), Tessa Gratton (“Annabel Lee”), Tiffany D. Jackson
(“The Cask of Amontillado”), Stephanie Kuehn (“The Tell-Tale Heart”), Emily Lloyd-Jones (“The Purloined Letter”),
amanda lovelace (“The Raven”), Hillary Monahan (“The Masque of the Red Death”), Marieke Nijkamp (“Hop-Frog”),
Caleb Roehrig (“The Pit and the Pendulum”), and Fran Wilde (“The Fall of the House of Usher”).”

Queen Bee by Amalie Howard

From the publisher: "A girl seeking retribution against her backstabbing former best friend finds her plans
slightly derailed once she catches the eye of a familiar, handsome marquess. Bestselling author Amalie Howard
delivers a delightful, anti-historical Regency-era romp that’s Bridgerton meets The Count of Monte Cristo!

Lady Ela Dalvi knows the exact moment her life was forever changed—when her best friend, Poppy, betrayed her
without qualm over a boy, the son of a duke. She was sent away in disgrace, her reputation ruined.

Nearly three years later, eighteen-year-old Ela is consumed with bitterness and a desire for . . . revenge. Her
enemy is quickly joining the crème de la crème of high society while she withers away in the English countryside.

With an audacious plan to get even, Ela disguises herself as a mysterious heiress and infiltrates London’s elite.
But when Ela reunites with the only boy she’s ever loved, she begins to question whether vengeance is still her
greatest desire.

In this complicated game of real-life chess, Ela must choose her next move: Finally bring down the queen or
capture the king’s heart?”

 When the principal ends up murdered on school premises and the cops come sniffing around, a trio of students
—J.B., Ramón, and Trey—emerge as the prime suspects. They had the means, they had the motive . . . and they
may have had the murder weapon. But with all three maintaining their innocence, they must band together to
track down the real killer before they are arrested. Or is the true culprit hiding among them?

Find out who killed Principal Moore in Nick Brooks's murder mystery, Promise Boys—The Hate U Give meets One of
Us Is Lying.”

His Hideous Heart: 13 of Edgar Allan Poe’s Most
Unsettling Tales Reimagined, including the Original
Tales Edited by Dahlia Adler
Fiction: horror/scary, short stories, classics                Interest Level: High school/young adult    
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Our Crooked Hearts by Melissa Albert
Fiction: fantasy        Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "Secrets. Lies. Bad choices. Dangerous magic. . . . From NEW YORK TIMES
bestselling author Melissa Albert comes OUR CROOKED HEARTS, a contemporary fantasy "so precise
and enthralling that the only explanation is that Albert herself is a witch" (Booklist, starred review)

On the way home from a party, seventeen-year-old Ivy and her soon-to-be ex nearly run over a nude young
woman standing in the middle of a tree-lined road. It’s only the first in a string of increasingly eerie events and
offerings: a dead rabbit in the driveway, a bizarre concoction buried by her mother in the backyard, a box of
childhood keepsakes hidden in her parents’ closet safe. Most unsettling of all, corroded recollections of Ivy and
her enigmatic mother’s past resurface, with the help of the boy next door.

What if there’s more to Ivy’s mother than meets the eye? And what if the supernatural forces she messed with 



Midnight at the Houdini by Delilah S. Dawson 
Fiction: fantasy        Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "A girl discovers a surreal hotel where no one ever leaves. When the clock strikes
midnight, she'll be trapped there forever unless she's able to break free from magic that in turn
breaks all her rules. Perfect for fans of Caraval and The Starless Sea!

Life has gone according to plan for Anna—she stays in the background, letting her sister, Emily, shine in the
spotlight. But on Emily’s wedding night, Anna learns that her sister is moving away, abandoning her—and all their
shared dreams. Devastated, Anna leaves the reception in the middle of a raging storm, taking shelter in a hotel
she’s never seen before: the Houdini.

The Houdini is a hotel unlike any other, with sumptuous velvet couches, marble tiled floors, secret restaurants,
winding passageways, and an undercurrent of magic in the air. And when Anna meets Max, who has lived his
entire life inside its walls, she’s captivated. For the first time in her life, Anna is center stage, in a place that
anticipates her every desire, with a boy who only has eyes for her.

But there’s a terrifying secret hidden in the Houdini. When the clock strikes midnight, Anna will be trapped there
forever unless she can find a way to break free from its dreamlike magic. But will she be able to do it if it means
leaving Max behind?

Enchanting, mysterious, and utterly fantastic, Midnight at the Houdini will cast its spell on you.”

Seven Percent of Ro Devereux by Ellen O’Clover
Fiction: realistic        Interest Level: High school/young adult    

From the publisher: "Fans of Emma Lord, Rachel Lynn Solomon, and Alex Light will love this clever,
charming, and poignant debut novel with a masterful slow-burn romance at its core about a girl who
must decide whether to pursue her dreams or preserve her relationships, including a budding
romance with her ex-best friend, when an app she created goes viral.

Ro Devereux can predict your future. Or, at least, the app she built for her senior project can.
Working with her neighbor, a retired behavioral scientist, Ro created an app called MASH, designed around the
classic game Mansion Apartment Shack House, that can predict a person’s future with 93% accuracy. The app will
even match users with their soulmates. Though it was only supposed to be a class project, MASH quickly takes off
and gains the attention of tech investors.

Ro’s dream is to work in Silicon Valley, and she’ll do anything to prove to her new backing company—and the
world—that the app works. So it’s a huge shock when the app says her soulmate is Miller, her childhood best
friend with whom she had a friendship-destroying fight three years ago.
Now thrust into a fake dating scenario, Ro and Miller must address the years of pain between them if either of
them will have any chance of achieving their dreams. And as the app takes on a life of its own, Ro sees that it’s
affecting people in ways she never expected—and if she can’t regain control, it might take her and everything she
believes in down with it.”

 during her own teen years have come back to haunt them both? Ivy must grapple with these questions and
more if she’s going to escape the darkness closing in.

Straddling Ivy’s contemporary suburban town and her mother’s magic-drenched 1990s Chicago, this bewitching
and propulsive story rockets towards a conclusion guaranteed to keep readers up all night.."
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Solito by Javier Zamora
Memoir/Autobiography        Interest Level: Adult crossover, grades 11 and up   

From the publisher: "A young poet tells the inspiring story of his migration from El Salvador to the
United States at the age of nine in this “gripping memoir” (NPR) of bravery, hope, and finding family.  

Trip. My parents started using that word about a year ago—“one day, you’ll take a trip to be with us. Like an
adventure.”  

Javier Zamora’s adventure is a three-thousand-mile journey from his small town in El Salvador, through
Guatemala and Mexico, and across the U.S. border. He will leave behind his beloved aunt and grandparents to
reunite with a mother who left four years ago and a father he barely remembers. Traveling alone amid a group of
strangers and a “coyote” hired to lead them to safety, Javier expects his trip to last two short weeks.
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At nine years old, all Javier can imagine is rushing into his parents’ arms, snuggling in bed between them, and
living under the same roof again. He cannot foresee the perilous boat trips, relentless desert treks, pointed guns,
arrests and deceptions that await him; nor can he know that those two weeks will expand into two life-altering
months alongside fellow migrants who will come to encircle him like an unexpected family.
 
A memoir as gripping as it is moving, Solito provides an immediate and intimate account not only of a
treacherous and near-impossible journey, but also of the miraculous kindness and love delivered at the most
unexpected moments. Solito is Javier Zamora’s story, but it’s also the story of millions of others who had no
choice but to leave home.

The Hard Parts: A Memoir of Courage and Triumph
by Oksana Masters
Memoir        Interest Level: Adult crossover, grades 10 and up

From the publisher: "A 2024 Christopher Award Winner

“A gut-wrenching, wildly inspiring story about overcoming the most daunting obstacles through
steely tenacity, sheer will, and a great big dose of motherly love.” —Jeannette Walls, #1 New York
Times bestselling author of The Glass Castle

An inspirational and powerful memoir from the United States’s most decorated winter Paralympic or
Olympic athlete, The Hard Parts is Oksana Masters’s gripping account of overcoming extraordinary
Chernobyl disaster–caused physical challenges to create a life that challenges everyone to push
through what is holding them back.

Oksana Masters was born in Ukraine—in the shadow of Chernobyl—seemingly with the odds stacked against
her. She came into the world with one kidney, a partial stomach, six toes on each foot, webbed fingers, no right
bicep, and no thumbs. Her left leg was six inches shorter than her right, and she was missing both tibias.

Relinquished to the orphanage system by birth parents daunted by the staggering cost of what would be their
child’s medical care, Oksana encountered numerous abuses, some horrifying. Salvation came at age seven when
Gay Masters, an unmarried American professor who saw a photo of the little girl and became haunted by her
eyes, waged a two-year war against stubborn adoption authorities to rescue Oksana from her circumstances.

In America, Oksana endured years of operations that included a double leg amputation. Still, how could she hope
to fit in when there were so many things making her different?

As it turned out, she would do much more than fit in. Determined to prove herself and fueled by a drive to
succeed that still smoldered from childhood, Oksana triumphed in not just one sport but four—winning against
the world’s best in elite rowing, biathlon, cross-country skiing, and road cycling competitions. Now considered
one of the world’s top athletes, she is the recipient of seventeen Paralympic medals, the most of any US athlete
of the Winter Games, Paralympic or Olympic.

Oksana’s astonishing story of journeying through a series of dark tunnels is “as true a tale of grit as I’ve ever
heard, with a message filled with triumph and beauty—that what doesn’t kill us makes us stronger, if we are
loved” (Angela Duckworth, New York Times bestselling author of Grit).”
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Vietnam by Thien Pham
Graphic memoir       Interest Level: High school, young adult interest   

From the publisher: "A moving young adult graphic memoir about a Vietnamese immigrant boy's
search for belonging in America, perfect for fans of American Born Chinese and The Best We Could
Do!

Thien's first memory isn't a sight or a sound. It's the sweetness of watermelon and the saltiness of fish. It's the
taste of the foods he ate while adrift at sea as his family fled Vietnam.

After the Pham family arrives at a refugee camp in Thailand, they struggle to survive. Things don't get much easier
once they resettle in California. And through each chapter of their lives, food takes on a new meaning.
Strawberries come to signify struggle as Thien's mom and dad look for work. Potato chips are an indulgence that
bring Thien so much joy that they become a necessity.

Behind every cut of steak and inside every croissant lies a story. And for Thien Pham, that story is about a search-
- for belonging, for happiness, for the American dream.”
 



Invisible Son by Kim Johnson
Mystery/suspense        Interest Level: Young adult

From the publisher: "A 2024 Christopher Award Winner

“From the award-winning and critically acclaimed author of This Is My America comes another
thriller about a wrongly accused teen desperate to recclaim both his innocence and his first love.

Life can change in an instant. 
When you’re wrongfully accused of a crime. 
When a virus shuts everything down. 
When the girl you love moves on. 

Andre Jackson is determined to reclaim his identity. But returning from juvie doesn’t feel like coming home. His
Portland, Oregon, neighborhood is rapidly gentrifying, and COVID-19 shuts down school before he can return.
And Andre’s suspicions about his arrest for a crime he didn’t commit even taint his friendships. It’s as if his whole
life has been erased.

The one thing Andre is counting on is his relationship with the Whitaker kids—especially his longtime crush,
Sierra. But Sierra’s brother Eric is missing, and the facts don’t add up as their adoptive parents fight to keep up
the act that their racially diverse family is picture-perfect. If Andre can find Eric, he just might uncover the truth
about his own arrest. But in a world where power is held by a few and Andre is nearly invisible, searching for the
truth is a dangerous game. 

Critically acclaimed author Kim Johnson delivers another social justice thriller that shines a light on being young
and Black in America—perfect for fans of The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas and Dear Justyce by Nic Stone.”

Manmade Monsters by Andrea L Rogers
Horror     Interest Level: High school, young adult interest   

From the publisher: "WALTER DEAN MYERS AWARD WINNER
AMERICAN INDIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION YOUTH LITERATURE HONOR
INTERNATIONAL LITERACY ASSOCIATION BOOK AWARD WINNER
WHIPPOORWHILL AWARD WINNER
READING THE WEST BOOK AWARDS SHORTLIST
NEA READ ACROSS AMERICA RECOMMENDED TITLE

BEST OF THE YEAR
Washington Post · Booklist Editors’ Choice · Publishers Weekly · Horn Book · New York Public Library

Tsalagi should never have to live on human blood, but sometimes things just happen to sixteen-year-old girls.

Making her YA debut, Cherokee writer Andrea L. Rogers takes her place as one of the most striking voices of the
horror renaissance that has swept the last decade.

Horror fans will get their thrills in this collection – from werewolves to vampires to zombies – all the time-worn
horror baddies are there. But so are predators of a distinctly American variety – the horrors of empire, of
intimate partner violence, of dispossession. And so too the monsters of Rogers’ imagination, that draw upon
long-told Cherokee stories – of Deer Woman, fantastical sea creatures, and more.

Following one extended Cherokee family across the centuries, from the tribe’s homelands in Georgia in the
1830s to World War I, the Vietnam War, our own present, and well into the future, each story delivers a slice of a
particular time period that will leave readers longing for more.

Alongside each story, Cherokee artist and language technologist Jeff Edwards delivers haunting illustrations that
incorporate Cherokee syllabary.

But don’t just take it from us – award-winning writer of The Only Good Indians and Mongrels Stephen Graham
Jones says that "Andrea Rogers writes like the house is on fire and her words are the only thing that can put it
out."

Man-Made Monsters is a masterful, heartfelt, haunting collection ripe for crossover appeal – just don’t blame us if
you start hearing things that go bump in the night.”
 



As Long as the Lemon Trees Grow by Zoulfa Katouh
Realistic        Interest Level: Young adult, high school 

From the publisher: “A love letter to Syria and its people, As Long as the Lemon Trees Grow is a
speculative novel set amid the Syrian Revolution, burning with the fires of hope, love, and possibility.
Perfect for fans of The Book Thief and Salt to the Sea.

Salama Kassab was a pharmacy student when the cries for freedom broke out in Syria. She still had her parents
and her big brother; she still had her home. She had a normal teenager’s life. 
 
Now Salama volunteers at a hospital in Homs, helping the wounded who flood through the doors daily. Secretly,
though, she is desperate to find a way out of her beloved country before her sister-in-law, Layla, gives birth. So
desperate, that she has manifested a physical embodiment of her fear in the form of her imagined companion,
Khawf, who haunts her every move in an effort to keep her safe. 
 
But even with Khawf pressing her to leave, Salama is torn between her loyalty to her country and her conviction
to survive. Salama must contend with bullets and bombs, military assaults, and her shifting sense of morality
before she might finally breathe free. And when she crosses paths with the boy she was supposed to meet one
fateful day, she starts to doubt her resolve in leaving home at all.  
 
Soon, Salama must learn to see the events around her for what they truly are—not a war, but a revolution—and
decide how she, too, will cry for Syria’s freedom.”

She is a Haunting by Trang Thanh Tran
Horror     Interest Level: High school, young adult interest   

From the publisher: "A House with a terrifying appetite haunts a broken family in this atmospheric
horror, perfect for fans of Mexican Gothic.

When Jade Nguyen arrives in Vietnam for a visit with her estranged father, she has one goal: survive five weeks
pretending to be a happy family in the French colonial house Ba is restoring. She’s always lied to fit in, so if she’s
straight enough, Vietnamese enough, American enough, she can get out with the college money he promised.

But the house has other plans. Night after night, Jade wakes up paralyzed. The walls exude a thrumming sound
while bugs leave their legs and feelers in places they don’t belong. She finds curious traces of her ancestors in
the gardens they once tended. And at night Jade can’t ignore the ghost of the beautiful bride who leaves cryptic
warnings: Don’t eat.

Neither Ba nor her sweet sister Lily believe that there is anything strange happening. With help from a delinquent
girl, Jade will prove this house--the home they have always wanted--will not rest until it destroys them. Maybe, this
time, she can keep her family together. As she roots out the house’s rot, she must also face the truth of who she
is and who she must become to save them all.”
 

Me (Moth) by Amber McBride
Realistic        Interest Level: Young adult, high school 

From the publisher: “FINALIST FOR THE 2021 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR YOUNG PEOPLE'S
LITERATURE

A debut YA novel-in-verse by Amber McBride, Me (Moth) is about a teen girl who is grieving the
deaths of her family, and a teen boy who crosses her path.

Moth has lost her family in an accident. Though she lives with her aunt, she feels alone and uprooted.

Until she meets Sani, a boy who is also searching for his roots. If he knows more about where he comes from,
maybe he’ll be able to understand his ongoing depression. And if Moth can help him feel grounded, then perhaps
she too will discover the history she carries in her bones.

Moth and Sani take a road trip that has them chasing ghosts and searching for ancestors. The way each moves
forward is surprising, powerful, and unforgettable.

Here is an exquisite and uplifting novel about identity, first love, and the ways that our memories and our roots
steer us through the universe.”
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